
 
 

Read our children’s views  
 

To ensure that the Neighbourhood Plan represents the views of all members of our community, we 
ran three events for young people in January and early February.   
 
St Andrews School kindly hosted two workshops - one for Key Stage 1 children and one for Key Stage 
2 children.  The whole school attended these events and all 132 children got very involved. 
 
Both groups were told a little bit about the 
Plan and were asked to think about how 
things change over time.  Nuthurst, meaning 
“Nut Wood”, had been a place where farmers 
brought their pigs to eat the nuts and acorns.  
Clearly there are no pigs foraging in the woods 
now and the children were asked to reflect on 
this change and to think about what else 
might change in the next 20 years.  The 
children then added their own acorns to a big 
paper tree; large acorns representing what 
they liked about the Parish; and smaller ones 
what they didn't like.  The sticking of the 
acorns on the tree caused much hilarity and 
the children came up with some brilliant 
ideas.  The main themes from both the older 
and younger children where that they loved 
the countryside, the open spaces, seeing the 
farm animals in the fields, and being able to 
go out in the peaceful countryside.  The 
greatest number of dislikes were: too much 
traffic; traffic rushing too fast past the school; 
not enough farmland; and a few mentioned 
they didn’t like new houses being built.  Both 

groups then wrote down what they would 
like the Parish to look like in 20 years’ 
time.  They wrote, in their own words:  
“better habitats for the animals; more 
community shops; more woodland; and 
better parks and football places.”  Also 
“we want more woods and fields in 20 
years’ time!” and “where we live we want 
more woodland and less houses being 
built!”  The exclamation marks were theirs 
too. 
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A workshop for the teenagers in the Parish was held in Mannings Heath Village Hall and followed a 
similar format, but with a visioning exercise rather than a giant tree.  Very similar themes emerged, 
although the teenagers also expressed concerns that there should be more for young people to do 
and they were very keen on more space for sporting activities, such as netball and football.  When 
asked about the future, these young people said that the older generation seemed to be 
disrespectful of the countryside and green space and they did not want to see more building.  When 
asked about future changes to the Parish, they wrote that they would like to see more protected 
spaces for wildlife,  the continuation of farming and farming related activities such as a pick your own 
fruit farm and a better network of footpaths and bridleways for the enjoyment of those who want to 
benefit from the countryside. 
 

It's their future and this is how they would like the Parish to be. 
 
The Neighbourhood Plan team thanks Melanie Kenny, Steering Committee member, for organising 
these workshops and writing this brief account. 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 
 


