
Report to the Annual Parish Meeting of Nuthurst Parish Council on the 

Neighbourhood Plan 

Introduction 

As Chairman of Nuthurst Parish Council’s Neighbourhood Plan Steering Committee, I am 

very pleased to bring you up to date with progress on the Neighbourhood Plan. First I would 

like to remind you what a Neighbourhood Plan is, then I will describe briefly what we have 

done and finally what we are going to do in the coming months. 

What is a Neighbourhood Plan?  

Our Neighbourhood Plan will set out how many new homes will be built in the parish of 

Nuthurst in the next 15 years. No development is not an option. So the Plan will say what 

kind of homes will be built and where they will be built based on extensive consultation with 

residents and businesses in the Parish. The Plan has to pass four hurdles: Nuthurst Parish 

Council has to agree to it, and so does Horsham District Council and an Independent 

Examiner. Finally, a majority of the residents of the Parish need to support it in a public 

referendum. We hope to submit the Plan to Horsham District Council in the Autumn this 

year. Once in place, a Neighbourhood Plan has legal status and we understand that no other 

building will be permitted during the next 15 years. 

So what have we done so far? 

We set up a Steering Committee of 3 Parish Councillors and 9 volunteer residents from all 

the settlements in the Parish to manage the process. To assist the Steering Committee, we 

created four Focus Groups: Housing and Development; Farming, Environment and 

Countryside, Community, Infrastructure and Local Economy; and Traffic and Transport 

involving a total of about 40 volunteers. The main task of these Focus Groups was to gather 

information about the current state of their topic and what might be needed in the Parish in 

the future. This information feeds into the State of the Parish Report currently being 

prepared by our consultants Action in rural Sussex (AirS) and which will be published soon. 

Consultation is a major part of the process and we wanted to obtain views from the whole 

community. We held two drop in events in November last year – an open day in Mannings 

Heath Village Hall (MHVH) and an open evening in St Andrew’s School. There was an 

exhibition about Neighbourhood Planning and the work of the Focus Groups. About 150 

residents attended and wrote down their views about the Parish currently and what they 

would like in the future. Then three events were held for young people in January and 

February this year – after all they are the future of the Parish. The children were asked to 

write what they liked and did not like at two events held during school time at St Andrew’s 

School, Nuthurst and the teenagers did similarly at an event in MHVH. A special event for 

businesses operating within the Parish was held in Mannings Heath Hotel in January this 

year. Everything written at these events has been recorded and retained as part of the 

evidence base and has been used by the Focus Groups to feed into the State of the Parish 

report. 



Finally in February every household in the Parish was asked to fill in two questionnaires; first 

a general survey based of the issues identified by the Focus Groups; and second a housing 

needs survey to find out what kind of houses residents in the Parish needed in the future. 

Volunteers delivered the survey forms by hand saving the Parish about £700 in postage – so 

a big thank you to them. About 50% of the households completed both questionnaires and 

this is a fantastic response rate for this type of survey and shows how much residents want 

their views to be taken into account and it will count a lot when it comes to the 

independent examination of the Plan. A big thank you therefore to all who responded. AirS 

are currently finalising the reports on the surveys. 

So what are we doing next? 

The Plan has to set out what housing is to be built and where it is to be built during the next 

15 years. The type and number of houses is informed by the responses to the surveys and 

any requirements in the forthcoming Horsham District Council’s local development 

framework. But we have to identify sites that might be suitable for development throughout 

the Parish. Sites for consideration come from three main sources: first landowners have put 

forward sites in response to the call for sites that we issued in January this year; second sites 

that are included in Horsham District Councils SHLAA which is to be published early in April; 

and third sites suggested by residents in response to the surveys.  

The next main step in the process is the Stakeholders Planning Workshop to be run by AirS 

on 30 April in MHVH. Attendance is invitation only for stakeholders such as all local Councils, 

utility/service organisations, groups/organisations within the Parish and members of the 

Steering Committee and Focus groups. At the Workshop, based on what residents have said 

in the surveys, the participants will begin to formulate the policies and criteria that will be 

used to determine which sites are suitable for development in the Parish. The policies will 

include aspects relating to all the Focus Groups, not just Housing and Development. 

Draft policies will be published and landowners who consider they can satisfy them will be 

invited to present their proposals to a special public meeting of the Steering Committee 

probably during May. Residents who could be affected by the proposals will have the 

opportunity of presenting their views at the meeting. The proposals will be assessed against 

the criteria and the policies and those that fit best will go into the draft Neighbourhood 

Plan. A public “Open Day” probably in June will be held to test public opinion on the Plan 

and the chosen sites before the Plan is completed and submitted for approval. 

Finally I would like to acknowledge and say a very big thank you to all the members of the 

Steering Committee and the Focus Groups who are giving up their time voluntarily to help 

prepare the Neighbourhood Plan and to all the residents who have co-operated by 

attending the public events and by making such a fantastic response to the two surveys. I 

think this shows that we are all working together for the best future for our Parish. 

Owen Hydes 

Chairman, Nuthurst Parish Council’s Neighbourhood Plan Steering Committee 

19 March 2014 


