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1. Introduction 
 

Purpose 

 

1.1 Nuthurst Parish Council application for a Neighbourhood Area Designation was 

approved on the 31st of October 2013. Horsham District Council (HDC) designated 

the Nuthurst ‘Neighbourhood Area’ for the purpose of enabling Nuthurst Parish 

Council which includes the settlements of Copsale, Manning Heath, Maplehurst, 

Monks Gate, Nuthurst and Sedgwick, to prepare the ‘Nuthurst Parish Neighbourhood 

Plan’ (NPNP). The Plan A on page 4 shows the boundary of the Nuthurst 

Neighbourhood Area.  

 

1.2 The NPNP is being prepared in accordance with the Neighbourhood Planning 

Regulations 2012, the Localism Act 2011 and the Planning & Compulsory Purchase 

Act 2004.  

 

1.3 The purpose of this report is to summarise the evidence base and the context 

within which the NPNP will be prepared and by which the draft and final versions of 

the NPNP will be assessed and refined. A screening opinion has been requested to 

HDC to determine if a Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) is needed. Should 

an SEA be required, a scoping report will be produced in a separate document. 

 

1.4 In summarising the evidence base, the report will provide the local community 

with a key starting point from which to embark on formulating the draft NPNP.  

 

 



 

 
 

Figure A: Nuthurst Neighbourhood Development Plan Area designation 



 

 

Neighbourhood Development Plans 

 

1.5 The NPNP will be amongst the first Neighbourhood Development Plans prepared 

in England since the 2011 Localism Act. The National Planning Policy Framework 

states: 

 

“Neighbourhood planning gives communities direct power to develop a 

shared vision for their neighbourhood and deliver the sustainable development 

they need. Parishes … can use neighbourhood planning to set planning 

policies through neighbourhood plans to determine decisions on planning 

applications; and grant planning permission through Neighbourhood 

Development Orders and Community Right to Build Orders for specific 

development which complies with the order (para.183). 

 

Neighbourhood planning provides a powerful set of tools for local people to 

ensure that they get the right types of development for their community. The 

ambition of the neighbourhood should be aligned with the strategic needs 

and priorities of the wider local area. 

 

Neighbourhood plans must be in general conformity with the strategic policies 

of the Local Plan. To facilitate this, local planning authorities should set out 

clearly their strategic policies for the area and ensure that an up-to-date Local 

Plan is in place as quickly as possible. Neighbourhood plans should reflect 

these policies and neighbourhoods should plan positively to support them. 

Neighbourhood plans and orders should not promote less development than 

set out in the Local Plan or undermine its strategic policies (para.184).  

 

Outside these strategic elements, neighbourhood plans will be able to shape 

and direct sustainable development in their area. Once a neighbourhood plan 

has demonstrated its general conformity with the strategic policies of the Local 

Plan and is brought into force, the policies it contains take precedence over 

existing non-strategic policies in the Local Plan for that neighbourhood, where 

they are in conflict. Local planning authorities should avoid duplicating 

planning processes for non-strategic policies where a neighbourhood plan is in 

preparation (para.185)”. 

 

The Plan Preparation Process 

 

1.6 The process of preparing and seeking final adoption of the NPNP is in 

accordance with the Neighbourhood Plan Regulations 2012 and has been agreed 

by the Parish Council. The intention of the Parish Council is to submit the NPNP to 

HDC for approval and then for independent examination by the end of 2014. 

 

1.7 The process up to submission comprises four main stages: 

 State of the Parish Report – this report summarises all the evidence on which 

the NPNP will be based  

 Draft NPNP – this report will comprise an outline of the vision, objectives, 

policies and proposals and a map of the plan for informal consultation 
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 Pre-Submission NPNP – this report will comprise the vision, objectives, policies, 

proposals and map of the plan for a statutory six week public consultation 

period 

 Submission NPNP – this report will take into account the representations 

received on the draft plan during the public consultation period and will 

amend as necessary its content for submission to the local planning authority 

 

1.8 If approved by the local planning authority, the NPNP will then be subject to an 

independent examination. Any recommendations made by the Examiner will be 

considered by the Parish Council and HDC and the plan amended as necessary 

before being approved for a local referendum. If supported by a majority vote at 

the referendum, the NPNP will be adopted by HDC as the planning policy for the 

parish. 
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2. Parish Character 

Nuthurst 

2.1 Nuthurst Parish is located in the central eastern portion of Horsham District in West 

Sussex. Its northern boundary is some 2 miles south of Horsham and its southern 

boundary some 6 miles south. The main north-south A24 road which runs north to 

Horsham and south to Worthing is on average about a mile from the Parish’s western 

boundary. The Parish contains the settlements of Copsale, Mannings Heath, 

Maplehurst, Monks Gate, Nuthurst and Sedgwick. The Parish covers some 9,000 acres 

and is essentially rural in character with 13 active farms. 

 

2.2 The nearby town of Horsham provides a direct rail link to both London Victoria 

and London Bridge as well as Bognor Regis, Portsmouth and Southampton. Trains 

also run via Crawley on the main London-Brighton train line as well as north-west 

towards Dorking with connects to Guildford. These trains provide services for 

commuters and Horsham serves as a centre for more significant amenities and 

services (such as the Hospital) than those found in the parish. 

 

2.3 Services in the parish are very limited and reflect the small size of the population. 

They consist of a Church of England Primary school, three pubs, two parish churches, 

two village halls, one shop and one garage/shop. There is no doctor’s or dentist’s 

surgery, no post office, no secondary school and infrequent bus services.  

 

Selected Parish Statistics 

2.4 The following statistics and evidence are primarily drawn from the 2011 Census. 

These are used to provide an overview of the current status of the community. Other 

sources of data or information are acknowledged where applicable.    

 

Demographics 

2.5 The usual resident population of the parish is 1,777 people (848 male, 929 

female). Of these: 

 301 People aged 15 and under (16.9% of parish population compared to 18.7% 

across the District and 19% across England) 

 1,048 People aged 16 to 64 (59.0% of parish population compared to 61.9% 

across the District and 65% across England) 

 428 People aged 65 and over (24.1% of parish population compared to 19.4% 

across the District and 16% across England)  
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Economic status of residents (based on ONS defined categories) 

2.6 Of the 1,777 usual residents of the parish, 1,295 were aged between 16 and 74. 

 881 (68.0%) of whom were economically active: 

o 452 were employed full-time (51.3% compared to 40.3% across District) 

o 172 were employed part-time (19.5% compared to 14.8% across District) 

o 209 were self-employed (23.7% compared to 12.9% across District) 

o 24 were unemployed (2.7% compared to 2.7% across District) 

o 24 were full-time students (2.7% compared to 2.7% across District)    

 414 (32.0%) of whom were economically inactive: 

o 286 were retired (69.1% compared to 15.5% across District) 

o 37 were students (8.9% compared to 3.5% across District) 

o 54 were looking after home or family (13.0% compared to 4.2% across 

District) 

o 22 were long-term sick or disabled (5.3% compared to 2.2% across District) 

o 15 were classified as other (3.6% compared to 1.3% across District) 

 

Occupations 

2.7 Of the 833 residents in the parish in employment and aged between 16 and 74: 

o 160 were managers, directors and senior officials (18.8% compared to 

14.1% across the District). 

o 210 were professional occupations (24.6% compared to 19.1% across the 

District). 

o 148 were associate professional and technical occupations (17.4% 

compared to 14.8% across the District). 

o 92 were administrative and secretarial occupations (10.8% compared to 

11.8% across the District). 

o 78 were skilled trades occupations (9.1% compared to 11.1% across the 

District). 

o 62 were caring, leisure and other service occupations (7.3% compared to 

9.7% across the District). 

o 36 were sales and customer service occupations (4.2% compared to 6.9% 

across the District). 

o 22 were process, plant and machine operatives (2.6% compared to 4.3% 

across the District). 

o 45 were in elementary occupations (5.3% compared to 8.1% across the 

District). 

 

Qualifications & Skills 

2.8 Of the 1,476 usual residents in the parish aged 16 and over: 
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o 179 possessed no qualifications (12.1% compared to 16.3% across the 

District). 

o 612 possessed Level 4 and above qualifications (41.5% compared to 32.6% 

across the District). 

 

Housing 

2.9 There are 744 households located within the Parish, of which: 

 370 were owner-occupied households, owned outright (49.7% compared to 

37.3% across the District) 

 264 were owned with a mortgage or loan (35.5% compared to 37.2% across 

the District). 

 3 were shared ownership (0.4% compared to 0.7% across the District). 

 4 were social rented from council (0.5% compared to 1.2% across the District). 

 40 were social rented other (5.4% compared to 10.3% across the District). 

 47 were privately rented – by landlord or letting agency (6.3% compared to 

11.8% across the District). 

 16 were living rent free (2.2% compared to 1.5% across the District). 

 535 households were living in detached housing (71.9% compared to 38.8% 

across the District) 

 141 households were living in semi-detached housing (19.0% compared to 

26.8% across the District) 

 46 households were living in terraced housing (6.2% compared to 17.1% 

across the District) 

 17 households were living in flats/apartments (2.3% compared to 16.6% across 

the District) 

 3 households were living in caravans or other mobile or temporary structures 

(0.4% compared to 0.7% across the District) 

 2 households were living in unshared accommodation (0.3% compared to 

0.1% across the District) 

 

2.10 The Housing and Development Focus Group used local knowledge and 

published sources to make a survey of the numbers of each type of dwelling 

created in the past 30 years, whether by conversion of non-residential buildings, 

replacement of an existing residence or by new construction.  A comparison was 

also made of the growth rate in number of dwellings in each community during the 

30 year period with an overall net gain of 151units or an average of 5 units p/a. This is 

shown in Table A with a breakdown by location for Mannings Heath, the largest 

community in the Parish, shown in Table B. The Group also calculated the 

approximate density of housing for each settlement and this is shown in Table C. 

 



 

 

Table A: Dwellings built since 1983 - Nuthurst Parish 

 

 
Table B: Dwellings built since 1983 Mannings Heath 
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Table C: Approximate Housing Density per Settlement 

Transport 

2.11 Of the 744 households: 

 51 households had no car or van (6.9% compared to 11.8% across District and 

25.8% across England) 

 493 households had 2 or more cars or vans (66.3% compared to 48.6% across 

the District and 32.1% across England) 

 

Health 

2.12 The 1,777 usual residents of the Parish were classified as having the following 

health status: 

o 948 were in very good health (53.3% compared to 50.7% across the 

District) 

o 581 were in good health (32.7% compared to 34.9% across the District) 

o 185 were in fair health (10.4% compared to 11.1% across the District) 

o 54 were in bad health (3.0% compared to 2.7% across the District) 

o 9 were in very bad health (0.5% compared to 0.8% across the District) 

 

Biodiversity 

2.13 Here are the following findings concerning the biodiversity in the parish: 

 No Sites of Special Scientific Interest exist within the Parish.  

 A small part of the Parish to the northwest, northern and northeast of the built up 

area boundary of Mannings Heath lies in the High Weald Area of Outstanding 

Natural Beauty.  

 No Local Nature Reserves exist within the Parish. 

 The Parish contains areas identified by Natural England as Priority Habitats and 

are subject to Habitat Action Plans: 

o Underdetermined Grassland Priority Habitat – around Sedgwick Park; 

along the south western border of the Parish adjacent to Copsale.   
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o Traditional Orchard Priority Habitat – Whytings Farm in the N of the Parish, 

to the NW of Bulls Farm in the NW of the Parish, Shuckers Farm near 

Copsale, 8 areas around Maplehurst and Gaveston Hall. 

 Multiple areas of Ancient and Semi-Natural Woodland, particularly in the 

southern portion of the Parish. 

 A large area associated with the National Inventory of Woodland and Trees in 

the centre of the Parish containing some areas of replanted Ancient Woodland.  

 Lots of areas of Deciduous Woodland Habitat spread in pockets across the 

Parish.  

 Elements of the Parish are part of the English Woodland Grant Scheme, focused 

to the east of Nuthurst, the north of Mannings Heath, to the west of Sedgwick 

Home Farm and to the north of Gaveston Hall.   

 Elements of the Parish are part of the Entry Level Stewardship Scheme (to the East 

and to the West of Nuthurst; to the south of Shuckers Farm; to the West and North 

of Sedgwick Castle) and the Entry Level plus Higher Level Stewardship Scheme 

(to the West of Sedgwick Castle). 

 

 

Heritage 

2.14 There are no Grade I listed buildings and structures in the Parish of Nuthurst. 

 

2.15 The Parish of Nuthurst contains the following Grade II listed buildings and 

structures totalling forty (40) including:  

 SEDGWICK PARK HOUSE, Nuthurst, Horsham, West Sussex 

 THE PARISH CHURCH OF ST ANDREW, HARRIOTS HILL, Nuthurst, Horsham, West 

Sussex 

 THE OLD POST OFFICE, HARRIOTS HILL, Nuthurst, Horsham, West Sussex 

 HARRIOT'S HILL COTTAGE, HARRIOTS HILL, Nuthurst, Horsham, West Sussex 

 MICKLEPAGE, HARRIOTS HILL, Nuthurst, Horsham, West Sussex 

 YEW COTTAGE, MAPLEHURST, Nuthurst, Horsham, West Sussex 

 THE OLD COTTAGE, MAPLEHURST, Nuthurst, Horsham, West Sussex 

 OLD PARK FARMHOUSE, MAPLEHURST, Nuthurst, Horsham, West Sussex 

 CEDAR COTTAGE, MAPLEHURST, Nuthurst, Horsham, West Sussex 

 SHUCKERS FARMHOUSE, MAPLEHURST, Nuthurst, Horsham, West Sussex 

 MONK'S GATE COTTAGE, MONK'S GATE, Nuthurst, Horsham, West Sussex 

 SAXTONS FARMHOUSE, MONK'S GATE, Nuthurst, Horsham, West Sussex 

 K6 TELEPHONE KIOSK OPPOSITE THE OLD POST OFFICE (TELEPHONE NO LOWER 

BEEDING 891311), Nuthurst, Horsham, West Sussex 

 BULL'S FARMHOUSE, MAGPIE LANE, Nuthurst, Horsham, West Sussex 

 COPSALE FARMHOUSE, COPSALE, Nuthurst, Horsham, West Sussex 

 BLACK HORSE COTTAGES, 1 AND 2, HARRIOTS HILL, Nuthurst, Horsham, West 

Sussex 
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 BARN TO SOUTH EAST OF STONE HOUSE, HARRIOTS HILL, Nuthurst, Horsham, 

West Sussex 

 NORTH LODGE, SEDGEWICK PARK, 1 AND 2, MAGPIE LANE, Nuthurst, Horsham, 

West Sussex 

 MAPLE COTTAGE, MAPLEHURST, Nuthurst, Horsham, West Sussex 

 CHAPEL COTTAGE, MAPLEHURST, Nuthurst, Horsham, West Sussex 

 BROOK FARMHOUSE, MAPLEHURST, Nuthurst, Horsham, West Sussex 

 GREATSTEEDS FARMHOUSE, MAPLEHURST, Nuthurst, Horsham, West Sussex 

 MONK'S GATE HOUSE, MONK'S GATE, Nuthurst, Horsham, West Sussex 

 THE OLD SMITHY, POUND LANE, MANNINGS HEATH, Nuthurst, Horsham, West 

Sussex 

 SHEEPWASH FARMHOUSE, MAPLEHURST, Nuthurst, Horsham, West Sussex 

 BAKERS, MAPLEHURST, Nuthurst, Horsham, West Sussex 

 TUDOR COTTAGE, Nuthurst, Horsham, West Sussex 

 COOK'S FARMHOUSE, HARRIOTS HILL, Nuthurst, Horsham, West Sussex 

 THE DELL, NUTHURST STREET, Nuthurst, Horsham, West Sussex 

 MARELANDS, COPSALE, Nuthurst, Horsham, West Sussex 

 THE OLD FARMHOUSE AT NUTHURST FARM, HARRIOTS HILL, Nuthurst, Horsham, 

West Sussex 

 STONE HOUSE, HARRIOTS HILL, Nuthurst, Horsham, West Sussex 

 IGLS, MANNINGS'S HEATH, Nuthurst, Horsham, West Sussex 

 KEATINGS, MAPLEHURST, Nuthurst, Horsham, West Sussex 

 MAPLEHURST FARMHOUSE, MAPLEHURST, Nuthurst, Horsham, West Sussex 

 ELLIOTTS FARMHOUSE, MAPLEHURST, Nuthurst, Horsham, West Sussex 

 KEYSTONE COTTAGE, MONK'S GATE, Nuthurst, Horsham, West Sussex 

 MASONS, POUND LANE, MANNINGS HEATH, Nuthurst, Horsham, West Sussex 

 BARN AT (FORMER) LOWER GOLDINGS FARM, NUTHURST, Nuthurst, Horsham, 

West Sussex 

 SEDGWICK CASTLE, Nuthurst, Horsham, West Sussex 
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3. Planning Issues in the Parish 

Community Engagement 

3.1 The Nuthurst Neighbourhood Plan Steering Committee consisting of three Parish 

Councillors and nine volunteer residents was set up in August 2013 to manage the 

process of preparing a Neighbourhood Plan. The Committee created four Focus 

Groups involving about 40 volunteer residents: Housing and Development; 

Community, Infrastructure and Local Economy; Traffic and Transport; and Farming, 

Environment and Countryside. The main tasks of these Focus Groups was to gather 

information and evidence about the current state of their topic in the Parish and 

what might be needed in the future. 

 

3.2 As part of carrying out the NDP process, the Steering Committee and Focus 

Groups have undertaken a number of public events as part of their consultation 

activities.  

 

Open days 

 

3.3 At its meeting on 1 May 2013, Nuthurst Parish Council resolved to set up a 

Working Party made up of three parish councillors to investigate the possibility of 

producing a Neighbourhood Plan.  

 

3.4 On 5 June 2013, the Working Party arranged for a presentation on 

Neighbourhood Plans at a parish council meeting held at the St Andrew's School 

after which the council resolved to prepare a Neighbourhood Plan. The meeting 

was well attended by residents and questions were asked to help the council with 

their decision.  

  

3.5 There was a public launch of NDP on 22 June 2013 at the Village Fair and this was 

followed by 2 Saturday mornings at the Village Store Mannings Heath and a Bacon 

Butty Sunday event at Copsale Village Hall on 7th July. 

 

3.6 The Working Party proceeded to hold a public meeting about Neighbourhood 

Plans on 23 July 2013 in Mannings Heath Village Hall to explain the process and to 

ask for volunteers to come forward to help drive the plan.   

  

3.7 A trial open day (not advertised) held at Copsale Hall "Bacon Butty" morning on 

Sunday 3 November 2013 to test systems 

 

3.8 An open day was held on Saturday 9 November 2013, from 2.00pm to 5.30 pm in 

Mannings Heath Village Hall. This event registered 81 attendees. 
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3.9 A follow up event was held on Tuesday 12 November 2013, from 7.00pm to 

9.30pm in St Andrew's School Nuthurst. This event also registered 64 attendees. 

 

 

Figure B: Open days – Nuthurst Neighbourhood Plan 

 

School and Young Persons Events 

 

3.10 To ensure that the Neighbourhood Plan represents the views of all members of 

our community, three events for young people were held in late January and early 

February 2014 as follows: 

 

 For key stage 1 children (4 to 7 years old) on Tuesday 4 February 2014 at St 

Andrew’s School Nuthurst during the school afternoon – approximately 60 

children. 

 For key stage 2 children (8 to 11 years old) on Tuesday 28 January 2014 at St 

Andrew’s School Nuthurst during the school afternoon – approximately 70 

children. 

 For teenagers (secondary school age children - 12-18 years old) on 

Wednesday 29 January from 18.00 to 19.30 in Mannings Heath Village Hall – 

notices of the event were posted on the Parish notice boards and the website 

and distributed to the church youth club and to pupils using the school buses. 

Ten young people attended the event. 
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Figure C: Examples of likes and dislikes from the acorn tree exercise 

 

Children’s Event 

 

3.11 All the 132 children at St Andrew’s School participated in one of the events. 

They had a brief presentation about what the neighbourhood plan is seeking to do 

and the reason they were being asked to take part (i.e. to think about how things 

change over time and to think about what else might change in the next 20 years).  

The exercise undertaken with these children involved sticking up small and big 

(paper cut) acorns on a tree with the large acorns representing what they liked 

about the Parish; and smaller ones what they didn't like.   
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3.12 The sticking of the acorns on the tree caused much hilarity and the children 

came up with some brilliant ideas. The positive issues identified from the two 

exercises was a love for the countryside, open spaces, seeing the farm animals in 

the fields, and being able to go out in the peaceful countryside.  The dislikes on the 

other hand were: too much traffic; traffic rushing too fast past the school; not 

enough farmland; and a few mentioned they didn’t like new houses being built.  

 

 

    

    

Figure D: Teenager’s consultation event 

Teenager’s Event 

 

3.13 The session for the teenagers followed a similar format, but with a visioning 

exercise rather than a giant tree.  The group was invited initially to take part in a 

short exercise to see if they were aware of the extent of the parish and the 

settlements it incorporated which was followed by a short PowerPoint presentation 

explaining the purpose of the Neighbourhood plan and encouraging them to think 

about how their views could contribute to the future of the Parish. 
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3.14 The teenagers were asked to record their views on post-it- notes with very similar 

themes emerged as for the children’s events. Outcome indicated a desire to stay 

and work in or near the Parish in future and the need for more space for sporting 

activities, such as netball and football.  A concern about the older generation 

disrespecting the countryside and green space was made and a desire to see more 

protected spaces for wildlife, continuation of farming and farming related activities 

and a better network of footpaths and bridleways for the enjoyment of those who 

want to benefit from the countryside. The teenagers also registered some concerns 

about the ageing population and that it was not being balanced by younger 

people and that if new homes were built, they would not be reserved for local 

youngsters like themselves. They were also keen that new business ventures should 

complement the rural environment including suggestions such as a “pick-your-own” 

farm.  

 

Business Event  

3.15 Sixty five businesses and farms operate within Nuthurst Parish and were all 

invited to attend an open evening from 18.30 to 20.00 on Tuesday 21 January 2014 

to find out any concerns they had about working in the Parish and what they 

thought could be done through the Neighbourhood Plan to improve the running of 

their businesses. There were members of the Steering Committee and each Focus 

Group on hand to talk to the attendees and to answer any questions. 

Representatives of 15 businesses (23%) attended the event and each invited to 

complete a short questionnaire. Ten questionnaires were completed at the event 

with a further seven completed and returned by those who could not complete on 

the day and those who failed to attend bringing the total questionnaires received to 

17(26%) out of 65 businesses. 

 

Summary  

 

3.16 Many of the businesses that did not return the questionnaire were believed to 

be “sole trader” businesses or small family businesses. 

 

 Of those that did respond about half (9 businesses - 53%), mainly in Mannings 

Heath, considered that their Broadband speed was adequate.  

 Fourteen businesses (82%) said that mobile phones were important to their 

business but generally reception was poor from the two main providers 

(Vodafone and O2).  

 Most businesses had deliveries to their premises with 3 businesses experiencing 

problems, mainly with deliverers having difficulty finding the premises.  

 Most businesses were able to manage without a post office in the Parish and 

those that could not, wanted a post office in the Parish or a better bus service 

to one. 

 All respondents owned their premises which in most cases was their home. 
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 About half did not employ staff and some that did, employed family 

members. Those that employed staff outside of the family said that lack of 

adequate public transport was an issue. Only two businesses indicated a 

positive intention to expand, one in its current location and the other in a new 

location. 

 Ten businesses (59%) thought that expanding the local economy would be 

beneficial to the Parish, the main reason being to retain people, including 

young families, locally. 

 

  
 

Figure E: Business consultation event 

Community Survey 

3.17 As part of the process of consulting with residents over the development of the 

Nuthurst Neighbourhood Plan, the Steering Committee developed and undertook a 

survey in order to gather opinions and views on the issues which the document 

should prioritise.  The questions in the survey were devised by the four Focus Groups 

based on their own research and views expressed at the open days. Some questions 

allowed the respondents to make textual comments. This survey was undertaken in 

February 2014 and delivered by hand to all households in the parish.  

 

3.18 The Parish Council has published the outcome of the survey in a separate 

document but a summary of the surveys key findings is included here: “It should be 

noted that because 59.8 % of respondents live in the main settlement of Mannings 

Heath, care should be taken when interpreting the Parish wide results”. 

 

 A total of 384 responses were received to the survey. This represents a 

response rate to the survey of 49.42%. 
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General  

 

 Of those responding to the survey, 59.5% lived in Mannings Heath, 12.6% in 

Maplehurst, 7.4% in Sedgwick, 7.1% in Monks Gate, 6.8% in Nuthurst and 6.6% 

in Copsale.  

 

 Just under half of those responding (45.5%) had lived in Nuthurst Parish for 20 

or more years, 25.1% for between 11 and 20 years, 16.4% for between 0 and 5 

years and 13.0% for between 6 and 10 years.  

 

 The greatest proportion of residents in responding households were aged 65 

and over (33.4%), with 26.8% being aged between 50 and 65, 15.6% aged 

between 31 and 50, 8.7% aged between 19 and 30, 8.2% aged between 11 

and 18, 4.0% aged between 6 and 10 and 3.4% aged between 0 and 5.   

 

Housing and Development 

 

 Approaching half of the respondents (43.9%) identified that over the next 15 

years they felt that the rate of houses built in the parish should be lower than 

the average rate of the last 30 years of 5 a year (less than 75 houses). The 

same proportion of respondents (43.9%) identified that it should be at the 

same rate (75 houses), whilst 9.0% favoured a higher rate (more than 75 

houses) and 3.2% identified that they did not know.  

 

 Approaching three-quarters of those responding (70.0%) indicated that they 

felt that new housing in the parish should be built on brownfield sites, whilst 

26.5% felt it could sometimes be developed on these sites, 2.4% felt it should 

rarely be developed on this type of land and 1.1% indicated that it should 

never be developed on this type of land.  

 

 Just over half of those responding (55.5%) indicated that they felt that new 

housing in the parish could sometimes be developed within current built up 

areas, whilst 33.9% felt it should always be developed on this type of land, 

5.9% felt it should rarely be developed on this type of land and 4.8% that it 

should never be developed on this type of land.    

 

 Just over half of those responding (56.3%) indicated that new housing in the 

parish should never be developed on green field sites, whilst 33.2% felt it 

should rarely be developed on this type of land, 9.9% felt that it should 

sometimes be developed on this type of land and 0.6% felt that it should 

always be developed on this type of land.  

 

 An overwhelming majority of those responding (87.4%) indicated that new 

housing in the parish should never be developed in Areas of Outstanding 
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Natural Beauty, whilst 10.0% indicated that it should rarely be developed on 

this type of land, 2.4% that it should sometimes be developed on this type of 

land and 0.0% that it should always be developed on this type of land. 

 

 An overwhelming majority of those responding (88.2%) indicated that new 

housing in the parish should never be developed in Conservation Areas, whilst 

8.6% indicated that it should rarely be developed on this type of land, 3.2% 

indicated that it should sometimes be developed on this type of land and 

0.0% that it should always be developed on this type of land. 

 

 With regard to the types of housing that should be built in the parish over the 

next 15 years: 

 76.1% of respondents indicated family homes for owner occupation; 

 69.1% of respondents indicated low cost, small houses for owner 

occupation; 

 49.2% of respondents indicated properties suitable for the elderly e.g. 

retirement homes, bungalows or warden-controlled housing; 

 29.8% of respondents indicated Housing Association for rent and/or 

shared ownership; 

 19.9% of respondents indicated low cost rental properties under 

private ownership; 

 16.8% of respondents indicated Nursing or residential homes. 

 

 Just over half of those responding (50.8%) felt that it was very important that 

any new developments had a design in keeping with nearby houses, whilst 

36.7% felt it was important, 12.0% not important and 0.5% don’t know.  

 

 Just over half of those responding (53.6%) felt that it was important that any 

new developments have gardens, whilst 38.5% felt it was very important, 6.7% 

felt it was not important and 1.1% didn’t know.  

 

 Just over half of those responding (57.0%) felt that it was very important that 

any new developments keep existing trees and hedges, whilst 35.3% felt it was 

important, 7.2% felt it was not important and 0.5% didn’t know.  

 

 Just over half of those responding (58.1%) felt that it was very important that 

any new developments are an appropriate distance from neighbouring 

houses, whilst 35.5% felt it was important, 5.9% felt it was not important and 

0.0% didn’t know.  

 

 Two-thirds of those responding (66.6%) felt that it was very important that any 

new developments have off street parking, whilst 29.4% felt it was important, 

4.0% felt it was not important and 0.0% didn’t know.  
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Community, Infrastructure and Local Economy 

 

 Just over half of those responding (53.6%) didn’t know whether pre-school 

individuals (aged 5 years and under) were catered for by facilities in the 

parish, with 24.5% indicated that they felt that they were and 22.0% that they 

felt that they were not.  

 

 Just under half of those responding (48.2%) felt that school age children (5 to 

16 years of age) were not catered for by facilities in the parish, 34.0% didn’t 

know and 17.8% felt that they were catered for. 

 

 Just under half of those responding (49.4%) didn’t know if young adults (16-25 

years of age) were catered for by facilities in the parish, whilst 35.7% felt that 

they were not and 14.9% felt that they were. 

 

 Approaching three-quarters of those responding (70.4%) felt that adults were 

well catered for by facilities in the parish, whilst 20.1% didn’t know and 9.5% 

felt that they were not. 

 

 The greatest proportion of those responding (41.5%) feel that the elderly were 

catered for by facilities in the parish, whilst 40.4% didn’t know and 18.1% 

indicated that they were not.  

 

 Approaching two-thirds of those responding (64.4%) felt that they didn’t know 

whether the disabled were catered for by facilities in the parish, whilst 24.8% 

felt that they were not and 10.8% indicated that they were. 

 

 With regard to the adequacy of services in the Parish: 

o 94.8% of respondents felt the Water supply was adequate, whilst 5.2% felt it 

was not. 

o 62.8% of respondents felt the Electricity supply was adequate, whilst 37.2% 

felt it was not. 

o 55.6% of respondents felt that the Gas/Oil supply was adequate, whilst 

44.4% felt that it was not. 

o 78.5% of respondents felt that the Sewerage system was adequate, whilst 

21.5% felt that it was not.  

o 23.5% of respondents felt that the Mobile phone reception was adequate, 

whilst 74.7% felt that it was not. 

o 33.5% of respondents felt that the Broadband speed was adequate, whilst 

66.5% felt that it was not.  

o 96.0% of respondents felt that Refuse collection/recycling was adequate, 

whilst 4.0% felt that it was not.  

 

 With regard to local businesses in the Parish, respondents identified that: 
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o 87.0% of them use the Garage/Shop in Mannings Heath 

o 70.9% use the shop in Mannings Heath 

o 57.9% use the gas/oil supply groups 

o 57.7% use any of the three pubs 

o 28.6% use the Golf Club in Mannings Heath 

o 3.4% use no local businesses 

 

 Approaching half of those responding (47.7%) indicated that they would not 

like more businesses operating, whilst 28.7% didn’t know and 23.6% did.  

 

Transport and Traffic 

 

 Approximately half of those responding (49.9%) indicated that they never use 

public transport to and from the Parish, whilst 23.5% indicated that they used it 

rarely (less than once a month), 15.8% often (most weeks or more) and 10.8% 

used it sometimes (at least once a month or more).  

 

 Of 277 responses to “How can we encourage people to leave their cars at 

home?” 47.75% wrote improved public transport, 9.25% wrote improved 

facilities for cyclists and 18.75% wrote “you can’t” 

 Of 314 responses to “What can be done to help residents without access to 

private cars get to vital services (for example hospitals)?” 182 (58.15%) wrote 

community or voluntary transport. Out of these, 78 wanted a volunteers 

network, 52 wanted a community bus scheme and 52 wanted a community 

car scheme 

 Of 310 responses to “Are there any roads in the Parish that you consider 

should have a different speed limit or other form of traffic control?” Lower 

speed limits and/or traffic calming was wanted in Mannings Heath in Church 

Road/Golding Lane by 20.0%, in Winterpit Lane by 8.71%, in Pound Lane by 

6.77% and in Monks Gate/Nuthurst in Nuthurst Road by 9.35%. 25 other road 

were also mentioned lass frequently. 

 Of 414 responses to “How can the condition of the roads be improved?” 326 

(78.4%) identified improved roads maintenance and of these, 146 (44.8%) 

highlighted repair of potholes, 34 (10.4%) highlighted ditch and drain 

clearance, 26 (8.0%) highlighted kerb and verge maintenance and 19 (5.9%) 

highlighted hedge cutting 

 

Farming, Environment and Countryside 
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 Approximately half of those responding (48.4%) indicated that providing 

locally grown food is very important  to the farming activities in the Parish, 

whilst 40.4% felt that it was important, 7.5% not important and 3.7% didn’t 

know.  

 

 Approximately half of those responding (53.9%) indicated that providing 

employment is very important to the farming activities in the Parish, whilst 

36.7% felt that it was important, 4.8% not important and 4.6% didn’t know.  

 

 Approaching three-quarters of those responding (70.1%) indicated that 

maintaining pasture, woods and hedges is very important  to the farming 

activities in the Parish, whilst 28.0% felt that it was important, 0.5% not 

important and 1.3% didn’t know.  

 

 Approximately two-thirds of those responding (66.9%) indicated that providing 

habitats for wildlife is very important to the farming activities in the Parish, 

whilst 28.6% felt that it was important, 2.6% not important and 1.9% didn’t 

know.  

 

 Half of those responding (50.0%) indicated that providing contract services for 

hedge cutting and ditching is very important to the farming activities in the 

Parish, whilst 37.7% felt that it was important, 5.9% not important and 6.4% 

didn’t know.  

 

 Approaching three-quarters of those responding (73.7%) indicated that 

farming is a very important activity in the countryside of the Parish, whilst 

24.7% felt it was important, 1.1% not important and 0.5% didn’t know.  

 

 Approaching two-thirds of those responding (65.4%) indicated that walking is 

a very important activity in the countryside of the Parish, whilst 33.0% felt it was 

important, 1.6% not important and 0.0% didn’t know.  

 

 Approaching half of those responding (44.1%) indicated that cycling is an 

important activity in the countryside of the Parish, whilst 41.9% felt that it was 

very important, 12.6% not important and 1.3% didn’t know.  

 

 Approaching half of those responding (47.4%) indicated that horse riding is an 

important activity in the countryside of the Parish, whilst 38.5% felt that it was 

very important, 12.5% not important and 1.6% didn’t know.  

 

 Approaching half of those responding (41.5%) indicated that golf is an 

important activity in the countryside of the Parish, whilst 19.5% felt that it was 

very important, 35.4% not important and 3.9% didn’t know.  
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 Approximately three-quarters of those responding (74.5%) indicated that 

looking at the scenery is a very important activity in the countryside of the 

Parish, whilst 24.9% felt that it was important, 0.8% not important and 0.0% 

didn’t know. 

 

 Approximately two-thirds of those responding (64.7%) indicated that looking 

at wildlife/nature is a very important activity in the countryside of the Parish, 

whilst 24.9% felt that it was important, 0.8% not important and 0.0% didn’t 

know. 

 

 Approximately a third of those responding (36.5%) indicated that country 

sports (e.g. fishing/shooting) are an important activity in the countryside of the 

Parish, whilst 35.7% felt that it was not important, 24.2% very important and 

3.6% don’t know.  

 

 With regard to features that are important in the Parish: 

o 99.7% of those responding identified that Footpaths/bridleways were 

important 

o 96.9% of those responding identified that Woodland was important 

o 95.8% of those responding identified that Open, green spaces were 

important 

o 93.2% of those responding identified that Hedges and verges were 

important 

o 88.7% of those responding identified that Wildlife habitats and corridors 

were important 

o 37.2% of those responding identified that Allotments were important 

o 27.7% of those responding identified that Community Gardens were 

important 

 

 

Housing Needs Survey 

3.19 Action in rural Sussex as the Rural Housing Enabler for Sussex was asked by 

Nuthurst Parish Council to undertake a Housing Needs Survey of the Parish in 

February 2014.  

 

3.20 The aim of the survey was to determine the existing and future housing needs of 

residents, particularly those on low or modest incomes.  This report provides a 

snapshot of the scale and nature of the affordable housing required by local people 

in Nuthurst. 

 

3.21 The primary mechanism for gauging the level of need for affordable housing in 

rural areas is by undertaking a Parish Housing Needs Survey. This involves surveying all 
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households within the Parish in order to obtain information which can be used to 

assess the scale and nature of the need locally.    

 

 

 

 

3.22 The Housing Needs Survey consists of two main parts: 

 

1. The first part is for all households to complete. It contains questions used to 

identify those who believe they have a housing need and asks them to 

provide information to support this. It also asks respondents whether they 

support the concept of constructing a small affordable housing development 

in the community and if so, where.   

 

2. Part 2 of the survey form contains questions used to capture information on 

the specific household circumstances and housing requirements of 

respondents. This section is to be completed by those households who 

currently are, or expect to be, in need of affordable or more appropriate 

housing.  

 

3.23 The survey was delivered by hand to 777 households in the parish. The survey 

pack delivered consisted of a covering letter from the Parish Council outlining the 

purpose of the survey and the survey form itself. The closing date for the survey was 

17th February 2014.  

 

3.24 Overall 777 questionnaires were sent out; one to each household in the parish.  

A total of 375 survey forms were returned. This gives the Housing Needs Survey a 

response rate of 48.3%. 

 

3.25 Part 2 of the survey was only completed by those respondents who indicated 

that their current home was unsuitable for their household’s needs. These were then 

assessed against the criteria of personal circumstance, income level and evidence 

of a local connection in order to determine whether each household was a 

potential candidate for affordable housing in the parish.  

 

3.26 A total of 53 respondents completed Part 2 of the Housing Needs Survey. Of 

these: 

 6 respondents were excluded from the subsequent analysis on the basis that 

they had sufficient income to obtain housing via the open market; that their 

current home was adequate in meeting their housing requirements; or that 

they did not possess a sufficiently strong local connection to the parish. 
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 13 respondents were also identified as not eligible for affordable housing and 

excluded but it is worth noting that they clearly indicated a need to downsize 

to a more appropriate property that meets their needs. 

 34 were identified as being in need of affordable housing. 

3.27 The 34 households in need consist of: 

 23 single adults (18+) 

 5 families with children 

 4 adult couples 

 2 single elderly people (65+)  

 

3.28 There are 34 households in housing need who have a local connection and 

who cannot afford to either purchase or rent on the open market. Through their 

local connection, these households have expressed a desire to live in the parish. 

 

Call for sites 

 

3.29 The Steering Committee also set out to involve all landowners and developers 

within the parish who may want their sites to be considered by the Steering 

Committee and brought forward for potential development. To achieve this, the 

Steering Committee together with the parish council advertised for a call for sites. 

Notices were placed on the 8 parish notice boards, Parish Council website and the 

Neighbourhood Plan website on 23/24 January 2014 with a closing date of 28 

February 2014. Other sites came forward after this date and were also added on the 

list.  

 

3.30A total of 12 sites have come forward of which 10 could accommodate several 

houses, 1 can accommodate only 2 and the other being a replacement of a 

bungalow with 3 houses. 

 

3.31 Other sites have also been suggested by residents in their responses to the 

surveys carried out and the Steering Committee will be looking to identify the owners 

to establish if they would wish for their sites to be considered.  

 

Focus Groups 

 

3.32 In order to gather detailed local information to inform the Neighbourhood Plan, 

a series of Focus Groups were established. These were:  

 

 Housing & Development 

 Community Infrastructure & Local Economy 

 Traffic & Transport 

 Farming, Environment & Countryside 
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3.33 The groups brought together individuals from a range of backgrounds to gather 

and analyse primary and secondary information related to the specific topics. Then 

from this to set out the issues in the parish and to produce evidence-based 

recommendations to be dealt with in the Neighbourhood Plan. The 

recommendations generated by these 4 groups are summarised below. Detailed 

reports of the evidence which they gathered and interpreted are available to view 

online at www.nuthurstplan.wordpress.com 

 

Housing & Development Focus Group Recommendations 

3.34 The aim of this report is to: 
a) Accurately reflect the views of those parishioners who completed Q & A and 

comment sheets at the two open days together with the results of the 
General and HN Surveys. 

b) Provide an evidence based survey of the housing stock and population 
profile across the whole parish 

c) Provide an evidence based summary of the housing development that has 
taken place over the last 30 years. 

 
3.35 The Parish of Nuthurst comprises some 760 dwellings, across all types, housing 
approximately 1700 people. The current situation based on feedback from above 
can be summarized as seeking to ensure future development reflects local needs 
without spoiling the essential character of the parish. 
 
Housing stock  
 
3.36 A survey was carried out in November 2013 by members of the H&D Group to 
establish how many dwellings exist in each community and the numbers of each 
type at a level of detail not provided by the census. The classification of type was 
that used in the 2011 census, with the added distinction between single and multi-
storey dwellings. The total number of dwellings identified was 762 with the 
breakdown as follows: 
 
 Mannings Heath 428 (56%) 
 Maplehurst 95 (12%) 
 Copsale 67 (9%) 
 Sedgwick/Kerves Ln 63 (8%) 
 Nuthurst 59 (8%) 
 Monks Gate 50 (7%). 
 
3.37 It is also worth noting the parish has a higher then national average for listed 
buildings. Of the 39 listed, 37 are still in use as residential accommodation. 
 
3.38 The housing types comprised: 
 
1 storey 
detached 

2+ storey 
detached 

1 storey 
semi-det 

2+storey 
semi-det 

Terraced Flats Caravan 
or temp. 

http://www.nuthurstplan.wordpress.com/
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114 465 22 100 50 8 3 
15% 61% 3% 13% 7% 1% (0.3%) 

 
3.39 The density of housing ranges from about 1 per hectare in Copsale to about 
7/ha in Mannings Heath, with an average of about 3/ha for the whole Parish.  
Using local knowledge and published sources, a survey was made of the numbers of 
each type of dwelling created in the past 30 years, whether by conversion of non-
residential buildings, replacement of an existing residence or by new construction.  A 
comparison was then made of the growth rate in number of dwellings in each 
community during the 30 year period but with an overall net gain of 151units or an 
average of 5 units p/a. 
               

Feedback from Open Days, Housing Needs Survey and General Survey Report 
 
3.40 The general tenor of the questions asked in all three surveys can be summarized 
as follows: 

 Inevitably there will have to be some development during the course of the 

plan, do you think each hamlet should share a proportionate amount of that 

figure? 

 Do you think that that development should be more, less or equal to that 

sustained in the past 30 years? 

 How important is it for any development to be in keeping with existing 

designs, layouts and general appearances? 

 What kind of demand would you like to see catered for? 

  How important is it to protect existing boundaries, i.e. AONB, BUAB and 

Conservation Areas? 

 What key village attributes are most cherished? 

 Other questions concerned key constraints such infrastructure capacity, 

school capacity, traffic congestion etc.  

 

3.41 A broad consensus emerged across the General Household Survey, Housing 

Needs Survey and Open Days that demonstrated that: 

 Without delving into just how proportionate should be defined, it was not 

equitable for any one hamlet to sustain a disproportionate share of any 

development. 

 There was a very strong feeling that Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty, Built Up 

Area Boundary and Conservation areas should be protected and that brown 

field sites should be prioritized. 

 In equal measure respondents felt that the rate of development should be less 

than or equal to the rate achieved in the last 30 years.  This gave a total of 88% 

who felt that the rate of development should not exceed the rate achieved in the 

last 30 years. 

 There was an almost universal plea for any future development to respect 

existing designs, densities, layouts, environment and infrastructure. 

 Again there was an almost universal plea for any development to include 

provision for lower cost accommodation. This was expressed as a desire starter 
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homes and smaller homes suitable for retirees such as bungalows.  This desire 

reflects a national demand, particularly in rural areas. 

 Throughout the questionnaires, including those raised with the pupils of St 

Andrews, there is concern that preserving the essential rural character of the 

parish was of paramount importance. The school, churches, pubs, village green 

Mannings Heath (MH), shop were all prominently listed as specific key assets as 

were footpaths, bridleways, woodlands and farms in general.  There was concern 

that over or inappropriate development could threaten any or all of these. 

 There was also recognition that there was a need for some “affordable” housing 

although based on the HNS the actual number of units would seem to be in 

single figures 

 

Focus Group general recommendation on future Development 

3.42 The conclusion from all the data gathered thus far leads to an unambiguous 

recommendation for small scale development only, in keeping with the existing 

character of the area, and within developed areas and recognising BUAB's etc. 

Such developments can more easily be absorbed into the local community, more 

easily spread over the planning period, and may be distributed around the parish 

with less impact.  

 

3.43 There is desire for development spread throughout the Parish, with a preference 

for smaller properties for young families and the retired. Several specific locations 

were suggested in the questionnaires as being suitable for development, 3 in 

Maplehurst, one in Monks Gate and one in Nuthurst, but this was not documented in 

the Survey Report. However, the Survey data otherwise reinforced the initial 

conclusions.   

 

Conclusion 

3.44 The Housing & Development Focus Group have fulfilled their task and gained 

accurate information on the state of the parish which reflects the aspirations of the 

residents within the scope of the open days, and the General and Housing Needs 

Surveys. 

 

3.45 The conclusion is for development spread throughout the Parish, with a provision 

for smaller properties for young families and the retired. There was a general desire 

that priority be given to brown field sites, and that development in AONB and 

Conservation Areas, and outside the existing built-up areas, must be avoided. 

 

3.46 The Focus Group particularly identified concern regarding infrastructure and 

service constraints, including school provision, public transport, roads, and utilities; 
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and that due consideration should be given to the ability of the Parish to 

accommodate the above before agreeing to any new development. 

 

3.47 Whilst any HDC targets will not be known for several months, it seems probable 

that even when taking the ‘windfall' gains of infill out of the numbers, the required 

contribution from the Parish for the next 20 years may be met by continuing the past 

pattern of building, possibly at a lower rate than that achieved in the last 30 years. 

 

3.48 With the infill and small development capacity within the BUAB of Mannings 

Heath nearly exhausted, it could be difficult to achieve what at first sight appears an 

easy target whilst constraining any new developments to the existing BUAB as 

residents indicate should be the case. 

 

Community, Infrastructure & Local Economy Focus Group 

3.49 The group sought to establish the following: 

 Community – what facilities, services and resources are available to the 

community, considering the differing needs of those living in the Parish 

(including age, religion and mental and physical ability); significant gaps in 

such provision and potential means of addressing those gaps. 

 

 Infrastructure – the current state of the communications, services and 

property infrastructure affecting the community including assessing perceived 

issues with the provision of services. 

 

 Local Economy – the number and type of businesses operating within, or 

adjacent to the parish and whether the current state of the Parish’s 

infrastructure is adequate to support those businesses. 

Community  

3.50 Although many groups offer a wide range of different activities in the Parish, 

there is a significant lack of activities targeted at those under 20 years of age. By 

looking at the activities that are available within the Parish, the group identified a 

skew in favour of activities for the older adult population with very little provision for 

the under 10 years and even less for the under 5 years. 58 free text responses to the 

survey indicated a desire for local playgroup/pre-school facilities. In addition, the 

Parish Survey report showed that 127 people felt that 16-25yr olds were not well 

catered for. The Teenage outreach event recorded that 45% wanted improved 

sports facilities and 21% wanted more youth activities. 
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3.51 A PCSO has the responsibility for policing the parishes of Nuthurst, Southwater 

and Lower Beeding. The Police UK crime map shows a low incidence of crime in the 

area. 

 

3.52 There is no Post Office in the Parish and the post boxes that are available are 

generally small with small apertures. 
 

 

Settlement Facilities 

Copsale Copsale Village Hall 

Mannings 
Heath 

Mannings Heath Village Hall, Mannings Heath Village Shop, Dun 
Horse Pub, Church of the Good Shepherd, Village Green and 
playground, Cricket pitch and pavilion 

Maplehurst White Horse Pub 

Monks Gate  

Nuthurst St Andrew’s School, St Andrew’s Church, Black Horse Pub 

Sedgwick  

Table D: The main available Community Facilities in Nuthurst Parish 

 

Recommendations - Community  

 

3.53 Support and, where desirable, extend existing facilities and events available to 

the community. In particular, continually review age and ability profile and seek to 

ensure that all sections of the parish population are catered for. In the short term, 

concentrate on those sections of the population that the research and survey results 

suggest are least well provided for: pre-school through to young adult. This should 

include specific research to assess the viability of restoring playgroup facilities within 

the parish. Where existing facilities exist (for example: Mannings Heath village hall 

sporting and social events, Nuthurst Cricket Club colts, St Andrews Church C@N and 

Mannings Heath golf club) these should be actively encouraged and supported 

whilst maintaining existing facilities for other age groups. 

 

3.54 Continue to recognise the importance of the various methods of 

communication within the parish so that information on events and facilities is readily 

available. The Link magazine is currently a key method of communication. The 

Notice Boards in the parish are well utilised to publicise local news and events 

including parish council meetings and should be well maintained. Consider making 

local information more accessible through the use of the Internet.  
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3.55 Recognise and cater for cultural diversity. Many of the support services within 

the parish depend on the active involvement of the Church. A small minority of 

survey respondents requested a secular alternative.  

 

Recommendations - Health  

 

3.56 Ensure that wherever possible services are available within the parish but, where 

there is a necessity to travel, arrangements are in place to facilitate this. The current 

project to provide access to defibrillators should be extended as should support for 

training of local first responders since paramedic response rates may not always be 

adequate. Improvement in the communications infrastructure, particularly 

Broadband and mobile phone signal strength as detailed below, are vital to enable 

access to telemedicine, skype and emergency services. Local health walks are 

publicised in the Link magazine and on noticeboards but additional health 

promotion/ public health provision in the parish should be considered. 

Infrastructure and Services 

3.57 There are currently no Pre-school facilities, nurseries or playgroups in the Parish. 

The Parish has a single primary school: St Andrew’s C of E Primary situated in Nuthurst. 

There is also a small primary school: Holy Trinity C of E In the neighbouring Parish of 

Lower Beeding which is at or near to capacity. 

 

3.58 Both primary schools are good but are operating at or near capacity. They are 

situated some way from Mannings Heath and the hamlets, other than Nuthurst.  To 

walk to school would require using discontinuous footpaths alongside a busy trunk 

road or the narrow country lanes. The council have recognised this is unsafe and 

provide a school bus. 

 

3.59 Apart from the First Responder network there are no general practitioner 

surgeries, dental practices, opticians or local clinics in the parish. As well as the 

defibrillators with the First Responders, there are also defibrillators situated at the 

Church of the Good Shepherd in Mannings Heath and the Black Horse pub in 

Nuthurst.  

 

3.60 Broadband and Mobile phone reception were both the subject of extensive 

comment in the survery. 66.5% felt Broadband speed was inadequate with 111 free 

text comments being critical of Broadband provision and 4 supportive (of which 3 

were in Mannings Heath where many properties have access to BT Infinity). 74.7% felt 

mobile phone reception to be inadequate with 137 free text comments 

complaining about mobile phone reception, and just 4 apparently satisfied with the 

service. 
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3.61 Electricity distribution in the Parish is either via overhead or underground power 

cables, the latter being contained in the most recent housing developments. Power 

cuts occur frequently. The survey recorded 37.2% of respondents as being dissatisfied 

with the power provision in the Parish with 126 free text responses complaining about 

the frequency of power cuts or general lack of resilience of the system. Many 

blamed the overhead cables. 

 

3.62 There is no mains gas supply to the Parish. Oil and LPG are the chief alternatives 

necessitating a significant volume of delivery traffic. Renewable sources, particularly 

Solar PV, have been increasing in recent years. The survey results suggest a 

significant level of demand for mains gas with 59 respondents directly requesting the 

provision of gas in their free text comments and the majority of the other comments 

mentioning the lack of mains gas, but without explicitly asking for its provision. 

 

3.63 There are a number of local flooding issues arising from highway drainage 

around the parish. During the winter periods or following periods of heavy rainfall, 

the roadside ditches overflow and flood surrounding roads, causing dangerous 

driving conditions with the possibility of ice in sub-zero temperatures. The restricted 

widths of the village roads are further exacerbated in the winter periods by ice, snow 

and slush and are not subject to routine winter maintenance by the local authority, 

West Sussex County Council, Highways Department. 

3.64 Examples of localised flooding include: 

 Winterpit Lane and around Mannings Heath village centre  

 by the Bridge, Bar Lane Copsale 

 Copsale Road, heading towards Maplehurst 

 Nuthurst Road towards Monks Gate, by the forestry entrance 

 Nuthurst Street at the junction with Harriots Close and adjacent to the school 

 Broadwater Lane through the narrows by Marelands and opposite to the land 

east of Marelands 

 odd areas in Broadwater Lane   

 Sedgwick Lane, from Broadwater Lane 

 odd areas in Copsale Road, opposite Shuckers House 

 

Recommendations – Infrastructure 

  

3.65 The areas that attracted most comment and criticism at the open days, events 

and in the survey results were power, broadband speed and mobile phone signal 

availability/strength. All three are particularly relevant to the local economy as well 

as to general households.  

 

3.66 The local power network is unreliable and lacks resilience. The relevant power 

providers should be approached to submit proposals for improving the resilience of 
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the network. Pressure should continue to be applied until the power supply is 

considerably more stable.  

 

3.67 Approach the local authority to communicate their plans for ensuring the 

accessibility of superfast broadband to all households in the parish by the 

government's target date of 2015. If those plans are inadequate community 

sponsored schemes should be investigated. Better broadband speed is not only 

essential to support households in general and business in particular; it also has a 

vital role in education and will be increasingly important in the delivery of health 

services to rural and remote areas. Adequate broadband access is more important 

in rural areas than in urban areas and the local authority should prioritise it as such.  

 

3.68 Mobile phone provision relies on individual phone companies. The results of the 

parish survey concerning dissatisfaction with mobile phone reception should be 

communicated to all relevant phone companies in the hope that they address the 

issues.  

 

3.69 Possible extension of the mains gas network should be investigated. As well as 

price and convenience for households and businesses, this could reduce traffic in 

the area by decreasing the number of oil and liquid gas deliveries.  

Water pressure and quality were criticised by survey respondents in some parts of 

the parish. Southern Water should be approached to address these issues. 

According to Southern Water the sewerage system in Mannings Heath is already 

inadequate…they should be approached to ascertain how and when they will 

address this issue. 

 

Local Economy 

 

3.70 There is little employment within the Parish with approximately 75% of those in 

work needing to travel over 2km to work. 

 

3.71 Nearly 50% of the respondents to the survey stated that they would not like 

more businesses operating. Further research is needed to check that these views are 

consistent across the Parish and the types of business to which respondents are 

referring.    

 

3.72 The communication infrastructure deficiencies are of particular importance to 

businesses of all sizes working within the parish with the low broadband speed being 

a particular hindrance.  

 

3.73 The lack of any Post Office is also a problem for some businesses.  

 

3.74 The Parish currently has three pubs all of which sell food as well as a selection of 

beverages including local ales. There are two shops in the Parish, Mannings Heath 
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Village Store and a shop attached to the Elite petrol station on the A281 at 

Mannings Heath. Local pubs and village shops throughout the country are under 

threat of closure and their retention is of key importance to the Parish. 

 

Recommendations - Local Economy 

  

3.75 Ensuring an adequate infrastructure for working from home should be beneficial 

in boosting the local economy and reducing traffic volumes with consequent 

benefits for carbon reduction and the environment. Currently, the ability to work 

from home in all areas of the parish, outside of the part of Mannings Heath that has 

access to fibre broadband, is severely reduced by wholly inadequate broadband 

speeds.  

 

3.76 Much of the population of the parish depends on some key local businesses, for 

example the Mannings Heath village store, the Elite garage at Mannings Heath and 

the three pubs in the parish. As long as these businesses continue to be important to 

the community they should be supported and protected.  

 

3.77 The parish lacks any Post Offices and research should be undertaken to see 

whether facilities can be made available possibly using one or more of the pubs in 

the parish. Parcel hub provision in the parish could also be extended in a similar way. 

At the very least, some post boxes should be increased in size (volume and aperture) 

to increase the capacity for volume and item size.  
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Table E: Open day responses – summary 

 

Traffic & Transport Focus Group Recommendations 

3.78 The Parish has a wide diversity of Roads and Transport needs: 

 

 In the village of Mannings Heath many of the more recent developments are 

fully urbanised – kerbs –gutters – drainage - pavements – off street parking - 

street lights - underground power & phone lines.  

 Many residents drive out of their “urban” driveways onto roads that have 

seen little or no development since their creation hundreds of years ago, with 

many lacking nearly all of these “urban” facilities. 

 Thus some residents expect to see urban sophistication throughout the Parish 

whilst others relish the “Rural” feel of the Parish and use the same roads for 

recreation – walking – horse riding - cycling etc.  

 Many call for a continuance and protection of the rural status quo. 

 These rural roads now have to carry a volume of through traffic that was 

never envisaged for them and thus suffer severe degradation which is 

exacerbated by an almost unanimous feeling that road maintenance in the 

Parish is woefully inadequate. 
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 Even preventive maintenance measures seem to have been curtailed - 

particularly in the clearance and maintenance of drainage ditches.  

 The call for an increased number of speed limits and more traffic calming is 

witnessed across the Parish – tempered by those who ask for better 

enforcement of the limits that already exist. 

 The lack of adequate public transport in the more rural hamlets places those 

without access to alternative transport at a severe disadvantage. 

 The loss of the ability to drive should never become the factor that forces 

residents of the Parish to move from their homes. 

 The majority see a solution in existing and new Community and Volunteer 

Transport Schemes. 

 The Parish should look to a solution to these problems. 

 
Feedback from the Parish Survey  

 

Bus Services  

 

3.79 The villages of Mannings Heath and Monks Gate (for those living close to the 

A281) are well served by frequent bus services, ( Route 17 every hour – Route 89 

three times a day ) whilst all other communities in the Parish have either just one bus 

a week ( Route 108)   or no service at all. Route 17 is run commercially and the others 

are subsidised. There is significant concern regarding the lack of Bus Services/Public 

Transport in the rural areas particularly among the elderly and disabled. 

 

3.80 From the results of the Parish Survey, out of the 379 replies: 

 189 (49.9%) indicated that they never use Public Transport  

 89 (23.5%) used it rarely (less than once a month) 

 60 (15.8%) often (most weeks or more)  

 41 (10.8%) used it sometimes (at least once a month or more). 

 

3.81 Anecdotal observations indicate that the Concessionary Bus Pass has an effect 

on the number of passengers using the No 17 through Mannings Heath after 9.30am 

when the concession kicks in. 

 

3.82 Out of the 277 responses to the question how can we encourage people to 

leave their cars at home? 

 180 (47.75%) saw the answer in Improved Public Transport Services. 

 35 (9.28 %) in Improved facilities for Cyclists. 

 70 (18.75%) felt that nothing can be done “You Can’t” 

 

3.83 Of the 314 responses who responded to the question what can be done to help 

residents without access to private cars get to vital services (For example hospitals)? 

 182 (58.15%) saw the answer in Community or Voluntary Transport. Out of this 

182:  



 

 

 

Nuthurst Parish Neighbourhood Plan: State of the Parish Report 2014 

39 

 

 

 52 thought a Community Bus Scheme was needed 

 52 thought a Community Car Scheme was needed  

 78 expressed the need for a Volunteers Network  

 

3.84 It should be noted that there seemed to be a lack of knowledge that some 

community car schemes already existed, with 3 responders saying that better 

communication would help.  

 

3.85 Of the 310 responses to the question are there any roads in the Parish that you 

consider should have a different speed limit or other form of traffic control? 

 62 (20.00 %) speed limits and/or traffic calming in Church Road/Goldings 

Lane. 

 29 (9.35%) Nuthurst Road 

 23 (8.71%) Winterpit Lane 

 21 (6.77%) Pound Lane  

 25 other roads were specifically identified. 

 

3.86 Of 123 Responses  

 30 (24.39 %) sought unspecified traffic calming measures 

 22 (17.89%) speed bumps 

 17 (13.82%) speed warning systems 

Several responders called for better enforcement of existing speed limits. 

 

3.87 Nuthurst School attracted 27 (8.71%) responses highlighting the problems in the 

road during School start and finish times when many parents drop their children off.  

 

3.88 Numerous suggestions covering speed limits and traffic calming methods were 

called for. 

 

3.89 A number of 414 responded to the question how can the condition of the roads 

be improved? Out of the 414 responses, 326 (78.4%) identified improved road 

maintenance of these 326: 

 146 specifically highlighted pot holes 

 34 ditch and drain clearance 

 26 kerb & verge maintenance 

 19 hedge cutting        

 

3.90 Whilst it should be acknowledged that the survey was carried out after the 

wettest winter ever recorded the problems of road maintenance was highlighted as 

the second most important concern raised at the two Open Days in November. 

 

3.91 Traffic and Transport Recommendations: 

 

Public Transport 
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 Ensure that existing Public Transport Services are maintained, used and 

supported. 

 Encourage Community Transport initiatives within the Parish. 

 

Roads 

 Improve existing Road Maintenance procedures to fix known problems faster 

and permanently. 

 Establish who should clear roadside ditches to prevent flooding onto roads 

and then ensure that the work is carried out efficiently. 

 

Road Safety 

 Investigate methods to mitigate speeding.  

 Improve the sighting/maintenance of signs indicating known traffic hazards 

on roads. 

 Improve the Entry/Exit junctions and sight lines onto/off the A281 Brighton 

Road.  

 Bus Stop – A281 Monks Gate South bound – Add lay-by and hard standing 

with central reservation for pedestrians to cross.  

 

Parking 

 Nuthurst School – Investigate means to Improve / reduce Road Parking during 

the School Run. 

 Dun Horse Car Park – Investigate alternative site for car park. 

 

Pavements 

 Winterpit Lane – New section at Village end. 

 Local initiatives/volunteers to cut back hedges/Trees overhanging footpaths. 

 

Cyclist 

 Convert existing footpath on A281 into a combined footpath/Cycle Track 

from Monks Gate to Horsham. 

 

 

Farming, Environment & Countryside Group Recommendations 

 

3.92 The Focus group general recommendations relating to the Parish as it now is, 

and to possible future development follow. 

 

3.93 From study of the responses to the 2 Open Days and the Survey, it is clear that 

parishioners:  

 do not want large housing developments or large-scale leisure facilities 

(which they would prefer to see in towns, not villages and hamlets),  

 want to retain the character of both the settlements and the countryside 

surrounding them,  
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 are pleased with the network of local footpaths, though children want more 

of them, 

 do not want rural roads to be widened or otherwise upgraded because this 

would destroy the character of both the roads and the areas through which 

they pass,  

 wish to have better maintenance of ditches and hedges, 

 want more effective drainage systems and capacity for surface water, 

 are in favour of farming land being productively farmed or if not actively 

farmed, turned over to other rural or horticultural use, perhaps for the benefit 

of the community as a whole, via allotments and/or community gardens, 

 wish to enhance wildlife diversity by increasing the area devoted to 

wildflower meadows and orchards and developing definite wildlife corridors, 

 are adamant in rejecting development in AONB or other sensitive areas. 

 

Conclusions 

 

3.94 What we have listed above reflect both our own investigations and the results of 

the parish survey conducted by AirS. The Neighbourhood Plan provides a structure 

for residents to take ownership of the facilities in the Parish and create new 

opportunities and projects to improve the quality of life for residents.  

 

3.95 Ongoing topics for future consideration and action: 

 

Farming 

 

3.96 Detailed surveys of active farmers and equestrian activities in the parish were 

undertaken by two focus group members.  

a) There is a shortage of land on which to graze animals and grow fodder crops 

for them, partly because much farmland has been sold off in the past or had 

a change of use towards other rural activities  

b) The reduction in land availability has resulted in fragmentation of useable 

areas, increasing the need to transport animals from one grazing area to 

another, as many areas are not adjacent. 

c) Farmers have also had to rent land outside the Parish to meet their grazing 

and fodder needs, causing increased expense and reduced efficiency. 

d) Because much farming is uneconomic on the scale that can be practised in 

the most local farmers rely on family members working outside the farm to 

help make ends meet. This risks gradual erosion of the family labour-force in 

the longer-term, reduces the incentive to plan for the future as a farming 

family, and as a result, the number of active farms will decline unless steps 

can be taken to encourage their financial viability. 

e) Although the labour force in Nuthurst farms is small, we felt that we should 

support any genuine requests from farmers for low-cost housing on their land 

in which to:  
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I. house members of their family who would thereby be able to live on site and 

carry out farming activities until such time as they are able to take over the 

family farm in its entirety, rather than being forced to live elsewhere and 

engage in farming or other activity away from the family farm for sheer 

economic reasons, 

II. house any extra employees they might need, or  

III. by means of very small-scale development, generate tourist income by 

offering farm bed-and-breakfast as an income supplement. 

 

3.97 Survey results show that there is an overwhelming response supporting the view 

that farming is important to the Parish (approx. 98% find farming to be important or 

very important) for: 

 

 Providing locally-grown food 

 Providing employment 

 Maintaining pasture, woods and hedges 

 Providing contract services for hedge cutting and ditching 

 Schoolchildren also voted in their 'Open Days' in favour of maintaining or 

increasing farming in the Parish. 

 

Recommendations 

 Development of further Stewardship programmes, to be run by existing 

farmers and where appropriate by those seeking to build a career in farming 

in the future. 

 Investigation of use of derelict, defunct or economically unviable farm land 

for training the next generation of farmers, conversion to other countryside 

uses, such as further native woodland, wildflower meadows, wetlands to 

support aquatic plants and certain bird species, and for possible community 

horticultural projects. 

 Investigation of community purchase of 'unwanted' farm land to create 

community horticultural projects, training of new farmers, or to provide 

grazing land or fodder crop land for rent by remaining local farmers. 

 Liaison with farmers, farmers' market managers and local retailers concerning 

the promotion of locally-grown food. 

 

Countryside 

 

f) The Parish countryside has much to offer and much that is worth preserving 

although it does not immediately strike many viewers as 'stunningly beautiful' 

(though there are those who say that it is) 

g) The geology is surprisingly varied, with multiple microclimates, resulting in 

many different soil types, and in consequence a great diversity of flora and 

fauna, some of it rare or protected. 
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h) There is an Area of Oustanding Natural Beauty at the northern end of the 

Parish, consisting of much Ancient Woodland, considerable general 

afforestation, excellent landscape views and an interesting archaeological 

history, including the former iron-working sites centred around the various 

hammerponds that grew up because of the availability of water power, 

timber for fuel, and access to iron ore.  

i) Much of the soil in the Parish is clay-based, and without the tree cover, there 

would be far more instances of severe flooding than we have seen during the 

winter of 2013-2014. We have noted comments that where previous 

developments have been created without adequate thought to drainage, 

many cases of increased water run-off have occurred over recent years as a 

result of concreting over what had been fields. Many parishioners have made 

it known to us that they consider the water drainage aspects of our 

infrastructure to be inadequate, and to have been exacerbated by the faster 

run-off of surface water. Southern Water has conceded that properties in 2 

post codes in Mannings Heath have issues with flooding at times of heavy 

rain, and state that they are opposed to any development that is not 

supported by proper additional drainage infrastructure being in place that 

does not rely on existing collection infrastructure. Retention of the woodland is 

thus a high priority both for the visual character, the habitat, and the 

infrastructure on which our population of people, flora and fauna rely. 

j) We have much Ancient Woodland, where habitat development has 

occurred over hundreds, if not thousands of years, and it is particularly 

important to preserve this, since no attempts to replace one batch of Ancient 

Woodland with any (even much larger) area of newer woodland can ever 

succeed in preserving the existing flora and fauna, many of which rely on the 

extremely long symbiotic cycles of growth and decay for their survival and 

inter-dependence. Existing flora and fauna therefore have, in many cases, no 

place to go when their existing habitat is cut down or bulldozed. 

 

3.98 The Parish Survey indicates that respondents believed that the following were 

important or very important: 

 Looking at the scenery : approx 99% 

 Looking at wildlife or nature : approx 96% 

 Country sports such as fishing or shooting : approx 61% 

 

3.99 The following Parish features were considered important: 

 Footpaths and bridleways : 99.7% 

 Open, green spaces : 95.8% 

 Woodland : 96.9% 

 Hedges and verges : 93.2% 

 Wildlife habitats and corridors : 88.7% 
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3.100 A smaller number also favoured these minority interests: 

 Allotments : 37.2% 

 Community gardens : 27.7% 

 

3.101 It was interesting to note that schoolchildren in their own 'Open Days' were also 

very much in favour of maintaining or increasing the amount of countryside, and 

would like even more footpaths to be available. 

 

Recommendations 

 

 Protect the surrounding countryside and specifically the ancient woodland, 

AONB, stewardship land and other sensitive areas from damage through 

inappropriate development. 

 Liaise with relevant authorities on specific plans and methods for protection of 

ancient woodland, old orchards, ponds and meadows. 

 

Environment 

 

a) Air quality is currently measured as 'good' across most of the Parish, except at 

major road junctions. There are concerns that any significant development 

would reduce air quality. Any increase in air traffic caused by a possible 

expansion of Gatwick Airport is felt to have a potentially damaging effect on 

air quality, because of both plane exhaust gases and increased emissions 

from cars belonging to airport-related new arrivals in the Parish, and from their 

central heating. This would adversely affect our local environment and the 

parishioners' perception of local character and quality of life. 

b) Noise pollution: We have received varied reports about noise: aircraft noise is 

normally low in the north of the Parish, except at the height of summer during 

anti-cyclones, but intrusive further south, where planes circle Gatwick. There 

are anxieties expressed about noise increases caused by any Gatwick 

expansion, as this would have an adverse impact on the character of the 

Parish. It has been noted very recently that Gatwick has been experimenting 

with different flight patterns which have caused bitter protests from the 

inhabitants of Warnham, which has gone from a quiet and peaceful village 

to one beset by incessant overflying every few minutes. Similar increases in 

flights or changes in flight geography could have a severely damaging effect 

on Nuthurst Parish and would be greatly opposed by residents. It is also noted 

that there are 3 proposals being considered for a new runway at Gatwick, 

and it is difficult to see how noise over Nuthurst Parish could be prevented if 

there is a parallel runway south of the existing one, since there is a strong risk 

that some planes would have to be diverted further south to avoid crossing 

the flight paths of the existing runway. Car noise is also variable: the A281 can 

be noisy, especially in the rush-hour; and around the major junctions, smaller 
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roads are also noisier, especially in the rush-hour. Those living fairly near the 

A24, in the west of the Parish, have expressed their concerns about the level 

of road traffic noise in their area. We have also had complaints about the 

noise of strings of shod horses in Winterpit Lane when the racing stable 

exercises its horses there on most mornings in the early hours. 

c) We have received numerous instances of adverse comments about 

inadequate drainage in the Parish : partly this is because the capacity of the  

infrastructure has fallen badly behind the increase in residential properties 

over the years; partly because ditch and road drain clearance have been 

poor, either through reduced council funding and maintenance schedules, or 

because local people such as farmers who traditionally maintained ditches 

around their land have either gone out of business or not found it 

economically viable to divert their labour away from day-to-day farming 

towards maintenance on behalf of others. It is certainly felt by residents that 

water drainage is a key infrastructure problem in the Parish. 

d) People generally do not wish to see the Parish settlements having leisure 

centres or other major leisure developments, which they consider belongs in 

towns and cities; they prefer the very small-scale, non-commercial aspects of 

rural leisure, such as walking on footpaths in small groups, the cricket pitch in 

Mannings Heath, observing wildlife. 

 

Recommendations 

 

 Create a section on the parish web site where problems with road 

maintenance, especially potholes, footpaths, bridleways, recreation 

equipment can be reported. Advertise the facility. 

 Protect land, streams and rivers in the parish against pollution. 

 Liaise with relevant authorities and local landowners re ditch and hedge 

maintenance. 

 Educate parishioners on the benefits to be obtained from having porous 

driveways to reduce the speed of rainwater run-off, and assist them to find 

ways of creating means on their land to absorb water caused by incidents of 

heavy rainfall, such as by increasing the humus content of their soil or by 

planting small trees and bushes that take up water readily. Where 

appropriate, encourage the use of 'living roofs' to take up further water at 

times of heavy rainfall. 

 Create local Parish footpath guides including details of ancient woodlands, 

meadows, orchards and historical industrial sites, such as ironworking around 

the hammerponds. 

 Have a programme of local, guided walks. Horsham District Council promotes 

health walks reasonably well already – to improve this further, Nuthurst 

parishioners could be asked to write about walks they have undertaken 

through both HDC's promotion and other groups they belong to, to ensure 
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that maximum knowledge of, and benefit from our comprehensive footpath 

network is obtained. 

 Review footpath signage, stiles and gates regularly. 

 Set up a programme of regular maintenance checks on footpaths for cutting 

back excessive growth of vegetation, proper animal fencing alongside areas 

where stock is kept, installation and maintenance of warning signs to dog 

walkers about the need to keep dogs under control near livestock, especially 

sheep. 

 Investigate parish facilities for children aged between 8-13 other than in 

Mannings Heath, e.g. climbing frames, rope swings, and trampolines. 

 Consider more seating for children near the play areas. 

 Develop areas where children can have 'adventure' and experience play in 

'wild wood' surroundings, while learning about the flora and fauna there and 

how to care for it.  

 Ensure that where possible dogs are kept off the village green at Mannings 

Heath, and that the waste bins alongside are regularly emptied. Investigate 

other green spaces in the Parish for possible 'dog-free' status, or if not, ensure 

that suitable waste bins are provided there and regularly emptied 

 Information leaflets about cycle routes – create or further encourage projects 

that support cycling for families and children. Promote all such schemes 

widely in school and to parents. 

 Investigate whether funding is available for development of cycle routes - 

British Cycling is supporting the increase in cycle routes. 

 Work with relevant bodies (council-based and/or private) to ensure that 

routes are well maintained and signed. 

 Ensure information about footpaths and bridleways is clearly visible at 

prominent settlement sites such as the Village Shop in Mannings Heath, local 

pubs, school, parish halls and noticeboards. 

 Minimise conflict between 4x4 enthusiasts, those wishing to shoot, and other 

users. 

 Investigate whether archaeological sites and listed buildings in the Parish 

need special protection or further safeguards. 

 Identify local organisations and individuals to champion key issues such as: 

walking, cycling, riding, recreation activities. 

 Make periodic checks with parishioners on their up-to-date leisure needs, and 

whether these are adequately catered for within Horsham, or whether there is 

a case for small-scale increase in leisure facilities within the Parish. 

 

Wildlife and Biodiversity 

 

a) We have been (pleasantly) surprised by the number of local residents who 

have voiced their concerns on behalf of the local flora and fauna. This is at 

odds with what we would have expected, since most people had, we 

thought, put the needs, financial gain and interests of the human population 
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of the Parish far above those of the environment in which we live, which is 

populated mainly by those flora and fauna that normally pass unnoticed - 

trees, fields, grasses, flowers, vertebrates and invertebrates which between 

them make it possible for us to have an environment in which to live - and 

cannot speak up for their interests. 

b) Many people stated, in their Open Day replies and in the Parish Survey that 

they favoured an increase in wildlife corridors, protection of wildlife, 

encouragement and expansion of wildlife habitats through conservation 

projects, through use of former farmland for conservation purposes, and 

careful avoidance of development in any ecologically sensitive areas, be it 

AONB, Ancient Woodland, farmed land, stewardship land. More people than 

we expected wished to see wildlife meadows created in the Parish. 

c) Our studies of data supplied by Sussex BRC, by those who reported personally 

to us, and by those who took infinite care to collect wildlife data about areas 

of the Parish in 1990-1993 and in 2009, show that we currently benefit from 

considerable wildlife diversity. Bats, badgers, and other protected species, 

including some butterflies and amphibians, rare flowers and fungi live in the 

Parish, often in places that are kept confidential in order to protect the 

creatures and their habitats from accidental or wilful damage. We were told 

by many people that they wished these creatures to be protected from 

damage to their habitat by any development, whether on or even near their 

sites, since many species fail to thrive when their habitat is changed by 

blocked access routes, reduced tree cover, increased noise, night-time 

lighting, or other adverse factors that disrupt their lifestyle. 

d) Schoolchildren were also keen that wildlife should be protected. 

 

Recommendations 

 

 Liaise with local experts such as Sussex BRC, RSPB, etc. and other local wildlife 

trusts over the means to protect and enhance wildlife and biodiversity, 

especially where these are under threat from development. 

 Improved education of local parishioners, both adults and children,  about 

what our wildlife needs to thrive, how to improve the viability of their 

immediate area for the benefit of the flora and fauna, and how to avoid 

inadvertent damage to the wildlife by untimely hedge-pruning, removal of 

native plant species from their land, and similar. 

 Mapping of areas that could act as future wildlife corridors, and 

consideration of means to improve their attractions to wildlife. Investigate 

ways of improving any existing 'restricted' wildlife corridors by moving barriers 

or providing small gaps in them, providing small wildlife tunnels, and similar 

devices. 

 Encourage residents to increase the biodiversity of plants and improve the 

habitats in their gardens to make them more species-rich. More small ponds, 

small areas left 'untidy' so that wood and plants decay to provide habitat and 
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food for beetles, fungi, etc. Retention of small patches of local 'weeds' on 

which species feed, for example. Greater use of habitat boxes for birds and 

bats, log piles, etc. for small mammals. 

 Encourage greater use of diverse wildflower verges, multi-variety meadows. 

 Look at ways of prolonging the lifespan of ancient trees that are in danger of 

collapse, given the huge wildlife benefits that such ancient trees provide 

because they are so species-rich. 
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4. The Planning Context 
 

4.1 The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) published by the Government in 

2012 and the National Planning Practice Guidance (NPPG) of March 2014 are 

important guides in preparation of neighbourhood development plans. At 

examination, the submitted NPNP must demonstrate that it is consistent with the 

policies and intent of the NPPF and NPPG. 

 

4.2 In relation to Nuthurst, the development plan for Horsham currently comprises the 

saved policies of the adopted: 

 2007 Horsham District Core Strategy Development Plan Document (DPD) 

 2007 Horsham District General Development Control Policies DPD 

 2007 Horsham District Site Specific Allocations of Land DPD 

 2007 Horsham District Proposals Map 

 

4.3 There are also the following relevant Supplementary Planning Documents (SPD): 

 

 2007 Planning Obligations 

 2009 Facilitating Appropriate Development 

 

4.4 The Horsham District Planning Framework DPD will replace all the above 

documents. The Preferred Strategy of the Framework was consulted on by HDC in 

autumn 2013. The Proposed Submission version is expected to be published by HDC 

in summer 2014. In due course the NPNP must be examined to be in general 

conformity with the up-to-date strategic policies of the current development plan, 

though it may take account of the reasoning and evidence of the emerging 

Framework (NPPG, ID 41-009). 

 

National Planning Policy Framework 

 

4.5 The NPPF contains a number of key policy principles that will shape the NPNP. 

These are itemised below: 

 

• The presumption in favour of sustainable development (para. 14) 

• The role of NDPs (16) 

• Setting local parking standards (39) 

• Boosting the supply of housing (47) 

• Delivering a wide choice of high quality homes (50) 

• The quality of development (58) 

• Promoting healthy communities (69) 

• The designation of Local Green Spaces (76/77) 

• Conserving and enhancing the natural environment (109-115) 

• Conserving and enhancing the historic environment (126-141) 

• Neighbourhood plans (183-185) 
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4.6 The principles above are those of most relevance to the NPNP but many other 

principles in the framework will have some bearing on the preparation of the 

document in due course. 

 

National Planning Practice Guidance 

 

4.7 The NPPG was published in March 2014 and contains a series of guidance 

statements of importance to the preparation of neighbourhood plans, notably: 

 

 What communities can use neighbourhood planning for (ID 41-002) 

 What should a neighbourhood plan address (ID 41-004) 

 Must a community ensure its neighbourhood plan is deliverable (ID 41-005) 

 Can a neighbourhood plan come forward before an up-to-date Local Plan is 

in place (ID 41-009) 

 What evidence is needed to support a neighbourhood plan (ID 41-040) 

 How should the policies in a neighbourhood plan be drafted (ID 41-041) 

 Can a neighbourhood plan allocate sites for development (ID 41-042) 

 Should a neighbourhood plan consider infrastructure (ID 41-045) 

 What is meant by general conformity (ID 41-074) 

 What is meant by strategic policies (ID 41-075) 

 What are the relevant EU obligations (ID 41-078) 

 Does a neighbourhood plan require a strategic environmental assessment (ID 

11-028) 

 How does the five year housing supply relate to neighbourhood planning (ID 

3-041) 

 How can neighbourhood plans use housing need guidance (ID 2a-007) 

 Design – good plan and policy formulation (ID 26-031) 

 Local Green Space designation (ID 37-005 – ID37-022) 

 How should viability be assessed in plan making (ID 10-005 – ID 10-015) 

 

4.8 The NPPG has replaced the majority of previous national planning guidance and 

it is expected that it will be regularly updated. 

 

The Core Strategy and other DPDs (2007) 

 

4.9 There are a number of saved policies of the 2007 DPDs that remain especially 

relevant to the NPNP. In Table D are listed these policies with a brief commentary on 

the issues for the NPNP to take into account. All NPNP policies and proposals will be 

expected to be well-evidenced as a matter of course. 
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No. 

 

Saved Policy Policy Extract and Commentary 

CP5 Built-Up Area and 

Previously 

Developed Land 

Category 2 Settlements: villages with a more limited 

level of services which should accommodate only small 

scale development or minor extensions that address 

specific local needs. 

 

“Priority will be given to locating new development 

within … towns and villages which have been defined 

built-up areas … the boundaries of the following built-up 

areas are defined on the Proposals Map … Mannings 

Heath”. 

 

The emphasis will be on the reuse of suitable previously 

developed land for housing. ‘Local need’ … will be 

assessed on the basis of the contribution to meeting 

identified local requirements for housing, including 

affordable housing, the retention or enhancement of 

community facilities and services, and the extent to 

which the addition of new development will not 

reinforce unsustainable patterns.” 

 

The NPNP may review the settlement boundary of 

Mannings Heath. It also provides the basis on which to 

begin the assessment of the scale and type of 

development that is appropriate in the parish. 

 

CP8 Small Scale 

‘Greenfield’ Sites 

“Beyond this (the Site Specific Allocations of Land 

Development Plan Document) provision, permission will 

only exceptionally be granted where additional local, 

social or economic needs arise or where development 

would result in substantial environmental enhancement 

compatible with the character of the location.” 

 

This reinforces Policy CP5 in relation to the scale and 

type of development that is appropriate in the parish.  

 

CP12 Meeting Housing 

Needs 

“Development should provide a mix of housing sizes, 

types and tenures to meet the needs of the District’s 

communities. Provision should particularly be made for 

smaller homes to meet the needs of existing and new 

households. In settlements with a population of less than 

3,000, permission will only be granted for schemes 

providing 100% affordable housing unless it is 

demonstrated that market housing is required under 

Policies CP5 or CP8.  In such cases the target of 40% 

provision will apply to development of five dwellings or 

more (or on sites of 0.16 hectare and above).” 
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This policy together with the NPNP’s own Housing Needs 

Survey, will help inform the future housing principles and 

to determine the level of affordable housing in Nuthurst.  

 

CP14 Protection and 

Enhancement of 

Community 

Facilities and 

Services 

“New or improved community facilities or services will 

be encouraged in order to enrich the overall quality of 

the life within the District and, particularly, where they 

meet the identified needs of the local communities.” 

 

This policy enables the NPNP to safeguard community 

facilities or services and the parish may wish to identify 

premises that are of community value. 

 

CP15 Rural Strategy “Appropriate development within the smaller towns and 

villages will be considered positively where it can be 

show the support their role in acting as a focus for 

meeting rural community needs. In the countryside, 

development which maintain the quality and character 

of the area whilst sustaining its varied and productive 

social and economic activity will be supported in 

principle.” 

 

This policy encourages suitable development in the 

country side to enhance the social and economic 

activities. 

 

 

Table F: Summary of Adopted Horsham Strategy Policies 

 

4.10 It should be noted that the policies in the table above are for general 

application across the Horsham District. 
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Figure F: Adopted Horsham District Local Plan Proposals Map Inset – Mannings Heath 
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4.11 The accompanying proposals map inset of Mannings Heath in Plan F, identifies 

the built up area boundary for the village. The following policies of the 2007 General 

Development Control Policies DPD also apply to the parish: 

 

 DC1 Countryside protection and Enhancement (see Proposals Map) 

 DC2 Landscape Character 

 DC4 Areas of Outstanding natural beauty (see Proposals Map) 

 DC7 Flooding 

 DC9 Development Principles 

 DC13 Listed Buildings (see Proposals Map) 

 DC21 Protection of Existing Open Space, Sport and Recreation Facilities 

 DC30 Rural Exception Sites 

 DC36 Change of use within defined town and village centres 

 

4.12 The Site Specific Allocations of Land DPD does not identify any policies or 

proposals in the parish. 

 

The Horsham District Planning Framework, Proposed Submission (2014) 
 

4.13 The proposed submission was published for a period of representation on the 

16th of May 2014 until the 27th of June 2014. After this period an Examiner will consider 

the plan along with all suggested changes. Meanwhile this proposed submission Plan 

provides an indication of the direction of future strategic planning and development 

management policy in the District, of which the NPNP should be mindful.  

 

4.14 Once adopted, the NPNP will be the primary means by which planning 

applications in the parish will be judged, where it contains specific policies and 

proposals that complement the Local Plan or replaces its policies. 

 

4.15 The vision for the Horsham District Planning Framework will be:  

 

“… a dynamic District where people care and where individuals from all 

backgrounds can get involved in their communities and share the benefits of a 

District that enjoys a high quality of life … the District has retained its remote but 

not isolated, rural identity and villages their separate, distinctive and varied 

characters and have been able to accommodate appropriate development 

for local people and to support the community.” (para 3.5 & 3.8) 

 

4.16 Of its strategic objectives, the following are especially relevant to the NPNP: 

 

“1: Ensure that future development in the District is based on sustainable 

development principles that strike the correct balance between economic, 

social and environmental priorities and delivers living, working and balanced 

communities which contribute to community cohesion.  
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5: To promote a living and working rural economy where employment 

opportunities exist which reduce the need for residents to travel including 

reducing commuting distances, and facilitate and promote innovation in 

business including such as high speed broadband. 

 

6: Provide a range of housing developments across the District that: delivers the 

target number of new homes; respects the scale of existing places; and so far 

as is possible caters for the needs of all residents, including the delivery of a 

range of housing sizes and types including affordable housing.  

 

7: To locate new development in sustainable locations that respect 

environmental capacity and which have appropriate infrastructure, services 

and facilities in place or where these can realistically be provided; and to 

encourage the appropriate re-use of brownfield sites in sustainable locations.  

 

10: Identify and preserve the unique landscape character and the contribution 

that this makes to the setting of rural villages and towns and ensure that new 

development minimises the impact on the countryside.” (para 3.14) 

 

4.17 The Proposed Submission “seeks to be relevant and unique and meet the 

objectively identified needs of Horsham District”. It also sets the scene and allows for 

communities to “develop their own, more detailed, local Neighbourhood Plans to 

meet the needs of their community as they see fit and has regard to the wider area 

beyond the District boundary” (para 3.15) 

 

4.18 It states that, “villages have the potential to address identified local needs and 

limited development should be pursued to meet these needs and support rural 

services and infrastructure. However, a balance needs to be struck between 

environmental constraints and fundamentally altering local character … in the 

future the needs of local areas can be met, hopefully building on this existing work 

through the new Neighbourhood Planning system” (para 3.24) 

 

4.19 The document contains a number of strategic and development management 

policies that provide an insight into the direction of future local planning policy, for 

the NPNP to consider: 

 

 DP2 development strategy 

 DP3 settlement hierarchy 

 DP8 rural economic development 

 DP10 village centres 

 DP13 housing supply 

 DP15 housing mix and type 

 DP16 affordable housing 
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 DP23 green infrastructure 

 DP31 High Weald AONB 

 DP33 heritage assets 

 DP37 flood risk 

 DP 38 infrastructure capacity 

 DP41 community facilities 

 

4.20 Of these policies, two are especially important. Firstly, Draft Policy 3 identifies 

Mannings Heath as a ‘Smaller Villages’. As such is has “limited services, facilities, 

social networks but with good accessibility to larger settlements (e.g. road or rail) or 

settlements with some employment but limited services facilities or accessibility. 

Residents are reliant on larger settlements to access most of their requirements.” 

(Policy 3) 

 

4.21 In the supporting text to Policy 3 it states that the policy “seeks to ensure 

development takes place in a manner that ensures that the settlement pattern and 

the rural landscape character for the District is retained and enhanced, but still 

enables settlements to develop in order for them to continue to grow and thrive. The 

mechanism by which this will be achieved is through the designation of built-up area 

boundaries and the planned expansion of existing settlements through the Local 

Plan or Neighbourhood Planning.” (para 4.6)  

 

4.22 Secondly, Draft Policy 14 establishes the proposed housing provision for the 

District from 2011 to 2031. It requires that at least 1500 homes are provided outside of 

the proposed strategic allocations, with 750 to be allocated through windfall sites 

and 750 to be allocated through Neighbourhood Plans. The policy does not specify 

how this number will be apportioned across the settlement hierarchy of Draft Policy 

3.  

 

4.23 Although the settlement hierarchy is unlikely to change as the HDPF proceeds 

through completion and examination, the preferred housing provision strategy may 

change. The NPNP may therefore use the reasoning and evidence of the hierarchy 

and, to an extent, the 750 homes total provision number, to help determine its own 

housing policies. 
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Figure G: Horsham District Council Preferred Strategy 2013 - Key Diagram  
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Community Infrastructure Levy 

 

4.24 In addition, HDC is preparing its Community Infrastructure Levy Charging 

Schedule. The Levy will complement its Local Plan and will replace the adopted 

2007 Planning Obligations DPD, which remains the means by which HDD will secure 

funding from development schemes to contribute to investment in supporting 

infrastructure in the meantime. 

 

4.25 The Council is currently working on the Preliminary Draft Charging Schedule 

which is due to be published for consultation later this year.  

 

Neighbourhood Development Orders & Community Right to Build Orders 

 

4.26 The Localism Act 2011 enables local communities to make orders that grant 

planning permission for specified types of development. Although not essential, it is 

expected that the process of preparing a Neighbourhood Plan will provide an 

opportunity to the Parish Council to propose, consult on and make an order in 

accordance with the regulations. 

 

4.27 A Neighbourhood Development Order could identify types of development 

(that would require planning permission) in all or part of the parish area and grant 

consent. This could, for example, provide for the NPNP to propose change of uses 

from a retail to a business use in the village centre. 

 

4.28 A Community Right to Build Order, which is a more specific type of 

Neighbourhood Development Order, could grant consent for a specific 

development proposal in the parish promoted by the Parish Council as a qualifying 

body. This could, for example, enable the Parish Council in the NPNP to propose a 

local housing scheme on land in the parish. In both cases, the orders can only be 

made by the District Council as local planning authority once the NPNP has been 

examined, subject to a referendum and adopted. 

 

High Weald Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) 

 

4.29 The north eastern part of the parish adjoining the northern settlement edge of 

Mannings Heath lies within the High Weald AONB, which extends across Sussex and 

Kent and was confirmed in 1983. In 2001, the then Countryside Commission stated: 

 

“The primary purpose of designation is to conserve and enhance natural 

beauty. In doing so, account should be taken of the needs of agriculture, 

forestry, and other rural industries and of the economic and social needs of 

local communities. Particular regard should be paid to promoting sustainable 

forms of social and economic development that in themselves conserve and 

enhance the environment. 
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Recreation is not an objective of designation, but the demand for recreation 

should be met so far as this is consistent with the conservation of natural beauty 

and the needs of agriculture, forestry and other uses. The Countryside and 

Rights of Way Act 2000 reaffirms the primary purpose of AONBs to conserve 

and enhance natural beauty and sets out responsibilities for their management 

and for the production of AONB Management Plans”. 

 

4.30 The current High Weald AONB Management Plan was adopted in March 2014 

to cover the period 2014 – 2019. In its vision of the area in 20 years is a landscape 

which: 

 

 “Retains its remarkable character and scenic beauty, and is functioning 

successfully as an attractive place to live and work.  

 Is adapting well to changing economic and climatic conditions. 

 Is recognised and valued by those living, working and visiting the area as a 

nationally important protected landscape championed by the High Weald 

Joint Advisory Committee. 

  Is maintained under ‘traditional’ land management practices, carried out by 

people connected to the land through work, lifestyle and leisure. 

 Displays the benefits of appropriate management in its highly interconnected 

and biodiverse ancient woodlands, meadows and heathland; and the 

improving condition of its routeways, sandrock and more naturally functioning 

river systems. 

 Is embracing a low-carbon future with green technologies underpinning a 

strong rural economy and thriving communities. 

 Accommodates an increasing number of households without compromising 

the characteristic historic settlement pattern as a result of strong planning 

policies and a sound understanding of the dynamics of sustainable 

communities. 

 Celebrates its woodland history and nurtures a woodland economy whose 

timber products are highly valued.  

 Sees land managed by a myriad of different people through diverse activities 

that are supported and nurtured where they deliver public benefits. 

 Encourages active participation by people, their communities and businesses, 

in conserving the area and managing change. 

 Provides a warm welcome and high quality experience for residents and 

visitors seeking inspiration and enjoyment of its landscape and rich, well 

understood and celebrated cultural heritage.” 

 

 

 

4.31 The Plan has a specific role to play in the planning system. As a statutory 

document, local planning authorities must take the plan into account when 
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formulating their development plans. It is a ‘material consideration’ in terms of 

deciding a planning application and has been tested through the appeal system. It 

has identified a series of key issues to for future development plans, including the NP, 

to address: 

 

 “Understanding the capacity for small scale mineral extraction to support 

conservation of heritage buildings and assist rural businesses without 

damaging the AONB; 

 Managing multiple interests on the sandstone outcrops – soft rock climbing 

and cryptogams – in the face of threats to the integrity of the sandrock and 

its humid microclimate from invasive species such as rhododendron; 

mechanical damage and the use of drying agents for climbing; and climate 

change (increase in rainfall intensity with longer dry periods);  

 The need to find a long term plan for the drained landscapes of the Eastern 

High Weald river valleys which unites the interests of profitable agriculture and 

conservation of historic assets with sustainable water management and 

biodiversity; 

 Pressure on groundwater supply and threat of damage from engineering 

solutions to meet the growing demand for water across the South East from 

increased households and changes in agriculture and horticultural practices; 

 Understanding and responding to the affects of climate change on key 

landscape features and biodiversity.” 

 

Natural England Analysis - High Weald AONB boundary (April 2013) 

4.32 In order to clarify the AONB boundary north of Mannings Heath, the High Weald 

AONB have had help interpreting the boundary by Natural England. From looking at 

The 1983 AONB Designation Order Map they came to the opinion that the fields 

identified in the SHLAA as SA092 and SA093 are within the AONB area. 
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Figure H: Horsham District Council - The Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty 

boundary north of Mannings Heath 

 

Gatwick Diamond 

 

4.33 The parish lies within that part of Horsham District that forms part of the Gatwick 

Diamond, an area centred upon the airport. It has a key role to play in the 

economic strength of the area, both as a direct employer and through its influence 

on the location of businesses that provide services to it or have international 

connections  

 

4.34 The six District/Borough Councils and two County Councils within the Gatwick 

Diamond have drawn up a local strategic statement. The statement acknowledges 

that a key feature in the future success of the initiative is the attractiveness of the 

local towns, villages and countryside, “… allowing people with different lifestyle 

aspirations to find the right place to live and adding to the range of employment 

opportunities … in this context the smaller towns and villages are as important to the 

Diamond as the larger and busier towns”. 
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4.35 In its direction for the short to medium terms, the Statement says: 

 

“The Gatwick Diamond Local Authorities will promote the individual character 

of its towns and villages, looking to protect their individual character and retain 

the diversity of places in which people can live and work. Opportunities will be 

sought to secure support for … those areas, whether within towns or villages, 

where the environment or the access to services significantly impinges on the 

quality of life of those who live there. 

 

The focus for new housing will be the developments already planned at 

Crawley, Horley and Horsham, in the existing urban areas and at other 

accessible locations around the Diamond. 

 

Partners in the Gatwick Diamond Initiative will continue to work with providers 

to extend and improve superfast broadband across the Diamond.  

 

The Gatwick Diamond Local Authorities will look to safeguard and enhance 

the intrinsic character of the countryside, maintaining the opportunities it 

provides for employment, recreation and renewable energy. Greenfield 

development and loss of countryside will be kept to a minimum.” 
 

4.36 In the longer term, the Statement proposes: 

 

“Across the Diamond area and to the extent that it is compatible with the 

character of and local aspirations for the individual towns and villages, the 

local authorities will seek to secure sufficient housing and necessary 

infrastructure to meet the needs of those who live or work in the area, including 

needs arising from a repositioned Gatwick Diamond economy”. 
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Figure I: Gatwick Diamond 

Other Strategies, Plans & Studies 
 

4.37 There are a number of other strategies, plans and studies that may influence the 

NPNP. All form part of the evidence base of the Horsham District Planning Framework 

and therefore have some relevance to the parish. Their key points of relevance to 

the parish are summarised here: 

 

Landscape Character Assessment (2014)  

 

4.38 This report identifies 32 character areas throughout the district. Most of the 

district is undeveloped with a very rural character and most of the settlements are 

well-integrated to this setting with the help of mature trees and hedges. Out of the 
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32 character areas identified, 22 were found sensitive to change whereas the rest 

were considered being of moderate sensitivity.  

 

4.39 The main issues and potentially leading to a negative change of the character 

areas are: 

 

 loss of trees and hedges due to declining land management; 

 tall structures such as masts (especially in the South Downs National Park 

(SDNP)), altering the visual aspect of the countryside; 

 increased traffic, especially on the A24, A29 and the A283; 

 loss of rural character in settlements through road network changes, lighting, 

close boarded fences etc.; 

 engineered flood defences; and 

 large scale development. 

 

4.40 The Character Areas identified in Nuthurst Parish are M1 and N1 and a very 

small part of L1. 

 

 L1 St Leonard’s Forest 

The character area covers a small area of the northern part of the Nuthurst 

Parish with the town of Horsham to the west. It consists of narrow flat, topped 

ridges and steep sided ghylls. There is a beech and oak-birch woodland 

interspersed with large commercial plantations of conifers. There are open 

avenues running through the woodland areas, heathland alternated by 

woodland rides. It also has regular and arable fields and a few isolated 

farmsteads. As the area changes there are confined views, hidden hammer 

ponds and ridge top roads. There are traditional local building materials of 

sandstone, tile hanging and brick. 

 

 M1 Crabtree &Nuthurst Ridges & Ghylls 

This character area is the largest of the three and is situated to the south of 

the parish. It has similar steep wooded ridges and ghylls to St Leonard’s Forest 

and has woodlands, shaws and hedgerows of which some are ancient 

hedgerow oaks. As the two other areas it contains small to medium sized 

pasture fields of different shapes, field ponds and small lakes. The small 

hamlet of Nuthurst is situated in this area together with dispersed settlement 

patterns of farmsteads. There are many parks and gardens of historic 

importance such as Sedgwick Park. Again similar to the other two areas, it has 

confined views and traditional local building materials such as sandstone, 

brick and tile hanging. 
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Figure J: Horsham District Landscape Character Areas  

 

 N1 Mannings Heath Farmlands 

This character area sits between the two other character areas that cover 

the parish. The overall character of the area is open with broad, flat, topped 

ridges and undulating valleys. As mentioned in the other character areas, 

there are patches of remnant heathland, hammer and field ponds. The 

farmland is mixed arable and pastures with a hedgerow pattern. There is a 

local historic vernacular of sandstone, tile hanging and brick. Mannings Heath 

in the Neighbourhood Plan area is an example of small linear village with 

scattered farmland along roads. 
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Landscape Capacity Assessment (2013) 

 

4.41 This study aims to inform the landscape capacity for housing in the district which 

will inform the criteria for suitable sites for housing development. Part two of the study 

assesses the Category 2 settlements to which Mannings Heath belongs. These type 

of settlements have been identified for the capacity of Smaller Scale Housing 

Development which have been defined as follows: 

 

“Housing development of no more than ~100 dwellings associated with the 

edge of villages. It is assumed that this development would be solely of one or 

two storey development up to 8.5m height and average 35-40 dwellings per 

hectare.” 

 

 

 
Figure K: Horsham District Landscape Development Capacity – Mannings Heath 
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4.42 The potential development sites, as seen in figure K, surrounding Mannings 

Heath were identified as having no to moderate capacity for development.  

 

4.43 It is important to note that the scope of this study is to assess the landscape 

capacity only, other considerations also need to be included such as infrastructure 

constrains, access and air quality etc. It should further be noted that specific site 

allocations are expected to carry out further analysis to the sensitivity and capacity 

of a specific land plot as this study describes a generalised statement of the 

character areas. 

 

The Horsham District Sport, Open Space and Recreation Assessment: February 2014 

 

4.44 This assessment is an upgraded and updated version of the Open Space Study 

from 2005. It has improved the report in changing the groups assessed such as 

Allotments, Artificial Sport Pitches etc., and has reviewed the provision of these to 

better reflect today’s provision of the Horsham District’s open space and recreation 

spaces and facilities. 

 

 Allotments – There are no allotments identified in the parish. The study 

suggests that the district adopt a policy that requires residential 

developments to contribute to allotment provision where there is a clear local 

need.   

 

 Bowling Greens – there is adequate provision of bowling greens in the district 

according to the study. Although the parish of Nuthurst does not have any 

greens, the whole of the parish falls within the 5km driving distance threshold 

identified by the study. The closest bowling greens are in Horsham and 

Southwater. 

 

 Built Sports Provision – this subject includes artificial turf pitches, athletics 

tracks, fitness facilities, indoor bowls facilities, indoor tennis courts, sport halls 

and swimming pools. 

o Artificial Sport Pitches – There are no identified pitches of this sort in the 

parish. The closest once are in the Parish of Southwater, Bluecoast 

Sports and in Horsham, Milais School. Most of the parish but the south 

eastern part are within the 5km distance threshold for sand–based 

ATP’s.  

o Athletics tracks – There is no provision in Nuturst Parish, however there 

are two places in the district that have superficial athletic tracks. The 

nearest one is in Broadbridge Heath LC and has 6 lane tracks.  

o Indoor Bowls – The only indoor bowls facility in the district in in Horsham, 

and most of the parish is within the 20min driving distance threshold 

identified in the study. 
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o Health and Fitness – there are no Fitness facilities in the parish, although 

the whole of the parish is within 15 minutes driving distance. There are 

five facilities in total in the two neighbouring parishes of Southwater 

and Horsham. 

o Indoor tennis – There is no indoor tennis court provision in the district. 

The closest one is in Wickswoods Country Club just outside the district 

boundary to the south east. 

o Sports Hall  - Although there are no sports halls (3+ badminton courts) 

identified in the parish, Nuthurst ward is one of the 12 out of 22 that has 

been identified as having access to a level of provision that is at least 

25 % above the average in the south east. 

o Swimming Pools – There are no swimming pools identified in the parish. 

The closest one is in the Parish of Southwater, it is called Bluecoats 

Sports and has a 25m long pool. 

 

 Village and Community Halls – There are two Rural Halls in the parish identified 

in the study. The Village Hall in Mannings Heath and the Village Hall in 

Copsale. 

 

 Play Provision – One local play area has been identified in Mannings Heath 

 

 Golf – There is a 36 hole golfcourse in the Parish of Nuthurst, Mannng Heath 

Golf Club and one in the Parish of Southwater, called Horsham Golf and 

Fitness, which has a 9 hole golfcourse and a driving range. 

 

 Multifunctional green space is a new classification due to the fact that the 

three types included are sometimes very similar and are often used for the 

same purpose. The new classification include the following; 

o Amenity greenspaces are usually small green settings provided in 

residential areas to enhance the visual amenity.  

o Natural greenspaces are managed green spaces in urban areas, 

usually providing and protecting habitats.  

o Parks and Recreation Grounds are larger spaces that enable village or 

urban residents to engage in formal sports, informal recreation and 

they usually have a range of other uses such as playgrounds, tennis 

courts and other sport pitches.  

o There are two amenity green spaces, a natural green space and a 

park and recreation ground identified in the parish in Mannings Heath. 

 

 Sport Pitches including the following; 

o Cricket Pitches, Club and Public – There is one community Cricket Pitch 

identified in the parish in Mannings Heath. 
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o Adult, Youth and Mini Football pitches, Club and Public – There where 

none identified in the parish. The closest ones are in the three 

neighbouring parishes of Southwater, Horsham and Lower Beeding 

o Rugby pitches – There are none identified in the parish and the closest 

one is in the Parish of Horsham, called the Horsham Rugby Club. 

 

 Tennis and Multi-courts – There are no tennis or multi-courts identified in the 

parish. The two closest facilities are in the Parishes of Horsham and 

Broadbridge Heath. 

 

 Youth Areas are defined as dedicated provision for young people such as 

skateboard parks, youth shelters and basketball areas. There are no 

Neighbourhood youth areas in the parish identified in the study, however 

there is a Sub-district youth area in Horsham 

 

4.45 The study recommends planning policy for the emerging local plan following 

this study and states that medium and small villages, to where Mannings Heath 

belong, should have the facilities of a traditional village. Some of these may already 

be provided for, however the minimum provision suggested is set out below; 

 

 “A recreation ground at least large enough for a football pitch – whether 

there is an adult, youth or mini-soccer pitch will depend on local 

circumstances – and where there is a local club using the site as its “home” 

ground, there should also be a changing pavilion  

 A multi-court with an appropriate all-weather surface designed for at least 

tennis and 5-a-side football  

 A children’s play area  

 A teenage shelter  

 A village hall “ 

 

Horsham District Council Strategic Flood Assessment (2007) 

4.46 This study was produced to support and inform suitable future growth and 

development in the District. 

 

4.47 None of the six settlements located in the parish were mentioned in the HDC 

report as being in flood zone 2 or 3. As a category 2 Settlement, Mannings Heath 

was assessed in Appendix B of the report but as just mentioned any new 

development in that area would not fall within the Flood Zones 2 and 3 regions. 

However the map from the Environment (see plan K) identifies areas of Flood Zone 3 

north of Mannings Heath and in the settlements of Nuthurst and Copsale. 
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Flood Zone 3 

 

Flood Zone 2 

 

Flood defences 
(Not all may be shown*) 

 

Areas benefiting from flood defences 
(Not all may be shown*) 

 

Main rivers 

© Environment Agency copyright and database rights 2013. © Ordnance Survey Crown copyright. All rights reserved. Environment 
Agency, 100026380. 

Contains Royal Mail data © Royal Mail copyright and database right 2013. 
 

Figure L: Environment Agency - Fluvial Flood Risk in Nuthurst Parish 

 

4.48 The Strategic Flood Risk Assessment Report also states that a Flood Risk 

Assessment (FRA) would need to be made for any development in Flood Zones 2 

and 3. Residential developments with dwellings of 11 or more or, on a piece of land 

greater than 0.5 ha in Flood Zone 1, should also undertake a FRA. The Flood Zones 

are defined as follows; 

 
5. Table 5-1: Flood Zones as defined in Table D1, Annex D of PPS25 (full 

description provided in Appendix D of PPS25). 

 

FLOOD ZONE 
DEFINITION PROBABILITY OF 

FLOODING FLUVIAL TIDAL 

Flood Zone 
1 

< 1 in 1000 year (< 
0.1%) 

 

< 1 in 1000 year (< 0.1%) 
 

Low Probability 
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Flood Zone 
2 

Between 1 in 1000 year 
(< 0.1%) and 1 in 100 

year (1%) 

Between 1 in 1000 year (< 
0.1%) and 1 in 200 year 

(0.5%) 

 
Medium Probability 

Flood Zone 
3a 

 

> 1 in 100 year (> 1%) 
 

> 1 in 200 year (> 0.5%) 
 

High Probability 

Flood Zone 
3b 

Either > 1 in 20 (5%) or 
as agreed by between 

the EA and LPA 

Either > 1 in 20 (5%) or as 
agreed by between the  

EA and LPA 

 
Functional Floodplain 

 

Table G: Horsham District Strategic Flood Risk Assessment - Flood Zone definitions 

 

 

 

 
 

 

High 
 

 

Medium 
 

 

Low 
 

 

Very Low 
 

© Environment Agency copyright and database rights 2013. © Ordnance Survey Crown copyright. All rights reserved. Environment 
Agency, 100026380. 

Contains Royal Mail data © Royal Mail copyright and database right 2013. 

 

Figure M: Environment Agency - Groundwater Flood Risk in Nuthurst Parish 
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4.49 The report shows no record of groundwater flooding within the study area. 

However the map by the Environment Agency (see Figure M) shows some very low 

to high flood risk throughout the parish. 

 

Sewage Capacity - Southern Water (April 2014) 

 

4.50 The note from Southern Water identifies that some properties in Manning Heath 

are at risk from external flooding. Any new development would therefore need to 

demonstrate that the flood risk from the new development would not increase.  

 

4.51 The new development would either have to connect to the sewage system at 

the nearest point where there is sufficient capacity to increase the pressure, this 

might mean to connect straight to the wastewater treatment works in order to 

circumvent the existing system. The local authority, in this case Horsham District, will 

impose the appropriate planning conditions to ensure the capacity is not 

exacerbated.   

 

4.52 The second option, should the first approach not be achievable, Southern 

Water could then look at investing in an improved sewage system in order to cope 

with future new development on a more long term basis. This would be determined 

by the by the Ofwat price review process which takes place every five years, and is 

next reviewed in 2014. Southern water will look at Neighbourhood Plans and other 

adopted development plan documents to inform their investment planning. 

 

4.53 The preferred approach would be to reduce the existing flood risk and to 

provide capacity for new development through a combined investment scheme. 

However the engineering solutions needed would have to be determined once the 

location of the new developments are confirmed, i.e. when, in the Nuthurst Parish 

Council’s case, the Neighbourhood Plan has been adopted. 

 

Waste Water Treatment - Southern Water (April 2014) 

 

4.54 Southern Water (SW) recognises that an increased capacity would be needed 

at Mannings Heath Waste water Treatment Works to accommodate any new 

development and increased flows would also need to be considered. According to 

SW, this approach is achievable, however, as mentioned previously the time scale 

will depend on the progress of the neighbourhood plan and its development. 

 

4.55 Southern Water are confident that Ofwat would agree to fund investment 

required to prove capacity at the Mannings Heath Wastewater Treatment Works 

once the Nuthurst Parish Neighbourhood Plan or any other adopted development 

plan documents concerning the area are adopted. They also state that the Local 
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Authority need to ensure that the necessary infrastructure is available or is being 

delivered to serve new development in the area. 

 

 
Figure N: Horsham District Infrastructure Study – Potential growth distribution 

 

Horsham Infrastructure Study (2010) 

 

4.56 This study set out to inform the Framework on its infrastructure requirements for 

the district. The study looks at economic, demographic and political changes which 

will contribute to the plans for future development in the parish. This in turn will help 
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inform the infrastructure need and increased pressure on infrastructure capacity 

increased housing numbers will bring. 

 

4.57 The different infrastructure themes have been prioritised and have been put 

into three different infrastructure types;  

 Fundamental – infrastructure must be provided up-front to support 

development (including transport, wastewater, waste and utilities such as 

gas, electricity and water) 

 Essential – infrastructure required to ensure development can be 

implemented with no detrimental impacts on site 

 Required – infrastructure to ensure sustainable communities are created. 

 

4.58 Future requirements in the Parish of Nuthurst are likely to be lower in comparison 

to the rest of the District due to the dwelling numbers and employment floor space. 

However the study has produced this map as a forecast for potential distribution of 

growth. Within Nuthurst Parish it identifies the land south of the High Weald AONB as 

being in the Gatwick sub-region and it also identifies Mannings Heath as a category 

2 settlement. These Category 2 settlement areas have specific infrastructure needs 

and a wide range of individual infrastructure pressures.  It should be noted however 

that the parish is a large area and some of the larger settlements such as Southwater 

are in close proximity to the west of the parish. 

 

 

Summary of Key Issues for  
 

4.59 An analysis of the parish and wider issues indicates a series of actual or 

perceived ‘strengths’ or ‘assets’ or ‘advantages’, relative to other places. It also 

indicates the parish has actual or perceived ‘weaknesses’ or ‘disadvantages’. 

 

4.60 In each case, they present a combination of opportunities and challenges for 

the NPNP to address, given there is likely to be a direct influence of land use 

planning and development decisions. 

 

Strengths 

 

 Peaceful, rural character with abundant wildlife and within reasonable reach 

of modern amenities.  

 Very strong community spirit with a desire to work together for a better future 

for all residents. 

 Widespread desire that new development should be in keeping with the 

locality and reflect parishioners’ housing needs. 

 Farmers want to continue farming if economically possible, thereby 

protecting the rural environment 

 Beautiful countryside with lots of woodland. 
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Weaknesses 

 

 Infrastructure is already stretched: no mains sewerage in rural areas; frequent 

flooding; frequent electricity cuts across the Parish; no mains gas; poor 

broadband speeds in all rural areas and parts of Mannings Heath reducing 

ability to work from home; and poor mobile reception. 

 According to Southern Water the sewerage system in Mannings Heath is 

already inadequate  

 Poor public transport in all rural areas and, whilst Mannings Heath and Monks 

Gate are reasonably well served by buses,   the operational hours are limited. 

 Poor condition of mainly rural roads, excessive speeds and excessive traffic 

levels particularly on “cut through” routes. 

 Very limited job opportunities in the Parish resulting in commuting to London 

and elsewhere. 

 Rural character is vulnerable to degradation by inappropriate development. 

 

Opportunities 

 

 Protect the existing built up area boundaries and settlement boundaries and 

the existing Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty from development. 

 Provide the housing needed by the local population, particularly lower cost 

accommodation for younger and older residents, and ensure the design is in 

keeping with the locality. 

 Preserve key amenities such a pubs, shops and clubs and extend current 

facilities for all residents, particularly for the young. 

 Create voluntary groups for general maintenance within the Parish, for 

example to clear ditches and cut hedges. 

 Protect and improve wildlife habitats and corridors. 

 

Threats/challenges  

 

 Development could damage the rural nature and not be in accord with the 

needs of the current residents. It could exceed the capacity of transport, 

utility services, communications and education infrastructure and increase 

the risk of flooding in some parts of the Parish. 

 Insufficient brownfield and infill sites to meet housing needs, disagreement on 

allocation of sites across the Parish and conflicting views on the acceptability 

of sites. 

 Loss of some wildlife habitats and wildlife corridors. 

 There may be an emerging threat of increased noise, air and light pollution 

from the proposed Gatwick airport expansion, flight re-routing and other 

major new developments in the area. 
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Annex A – Evidence Base 

The list below contains all those documents collected and reviewed in the process 

of preparing this report. All are available to view or via links on the Nuthurst Parish 

Council website’s neighbourhood plan pages.  

 

Nuthurst Action Plan (2006) 

Closing Report for the Housing & Development Focus Group (2014) 

Closing Report for the Community, Infrastructure and Local Economy Focus Group (2014) 

Closing Report for the Farmlands, Environment and Countryside Focus Group (2014) 

Closing Report for the Transport and Traffic Focus Group (2014) 

Nuthurst NDP Community Survey (2014) 

Nuthurst NDP Housing Needs Survey (2014) 

Young Persons Consultation report (2014) 

Business Event Report (2014) 

 

Horsham District Council Infrastructure Study (2010) 

 Horsham District Council Landscape Capacity Assessment (2013) 

Horsham District Council Landscape Character Assessment (2014) 

Horsham District Council Strategic Flood Assessment (2007) 

 
Horsham District Council Retail Healthcheck (2005) 

Horsham District Council Sport, Open Space and Recreation Assessment (2014) 

Crawley Borough Council, Horsham District Council, Mid Sussex District Council 

Employment Land Review Summary Report (2009) 

Horsham District Council Retail Healthcheck (2005) 

High Weald AONB Management Plan (March 2009) 

High Weald AONB Briefing (2012) 

Gatwick Diamond Local Strategic Statement (March 2012) 
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Annex B – Strategic Housing Land Availability Assessment 

The table G below contains a list of all the sites in the parish assessed (or excluded 

from assessment) by HDC in the Strategic Housing Land Availability Assessment 

(SHLAA) from 2014. These sites are surrounding Mannings Heath, Monks Gate, 

Copsale and Maplehurst. Please find the SHLAA sites in Figure O on the following 

page. 

 

SHLAA ref. no. Site address 

Developable 

SA355  Swallowfield Nursery, Church Road, Mannings Heath 

Not Currently Developable 

SA041 Swallowfield, Brighbton Road, Mannings Heath 

SA092 Land at Winterpit Lane, Mannings Heath 

SA093 Land at Saddlers Farm, Mannings Heath 

SA099  Land east of the A281, Monks Gate 

SA372 Land bordering Nuthurst Road adjacent to Great Ventors Farm, Monks Gate 

SA373 Park Lane, only the strip of land bordering Park Lane, Maplehurst 

Excluded sites 

SA091 Land adjacent to 15th Green, Mannings Heath Golf Club 

SA117 The Stables, Nuthurst Road, Monks Gate 

SA370 Copsale Village Hall, Bar Lane, Copsale 

SA371 Holly Farm, Holly Farm, Winterpit Lane, Mannings Heath 

SA374 Copsale Farm (Pinks Farm), Copsale Road, Copsale (only the land 

containing what are thought to be redundant stables and farm buildings) 

SA374 Barnfields Farm, Barnsfield Farm, Broadwater Lane, Copsale (only land on 

which derelict buildings associated with redundant pig farm are sited). 

 

Table H: Breakdown of SHLAA capacity 

 



 

 
 

Figure O: Horsham District - SHLAA sites in Nuthurst 
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