
Short-listed sites 

 

At the moment, our Parish is potentially at risk of large scale housing 

development. This is because the Government has a policy of a “presumption 

in favour” of development. This is why we need a Neighbourhood Plan! It 

allows us to take control and decide; 

 How many new houses we want.  You have said 5 or fewer per year over 

15 years. 

 What kind of houses. You have said smaller, cheaper houses as “starter 

houses” and houses for the elderly. 

 Where they shall be built. You have said scattered throughout the Parish 

in small numbers and preferably on brownfield sites. 

At our Steering Committee meeting on the 24 June, we reached the stage 

of putting together a short list of sites where new homes could potentially 

be built. If you came along, then thank you. If you didn’t, we hope you find 

these notes helpful. Full minutes of the meeting will be published and put 

on this web-site when formally agreed by the Steering Committee. 

The Steering Committee considered all 21 sites put forward by Parish 

residents and landowners. Clearly, there were people in the Public Forum 

who were not happy with some of the sites. There were useful points 

made, but some need factual correction: 

 The Neighbourhood Plan is not looking for “hundreds” of new houses. 

Just 5 or fewer per year over 15 years, ie.75 or less. 

 Our Planning Consultant. The Parish Council signed a contract with 

Action in rural Sussex (AirS) and its Planning Consultant provides 

guidance on Neighbourhood Planning to many parishes throughout 

Sussex and other southern counties. The Planning Consultant has 

acquired much experience in this relatively new field of work and 

provided training to the Steering Committee on site assessment. 

 Technical aspects of sites were sometimes cited as reasons against sites, 

for instance increased traffic and flooded roads. Yes, they can be a 



factor and will be borne in mind, but sometimes they can be rectified. 

None of the sites are in the official Flood Risk Zones 2 or 3. 

The main outcome of the meeting was a short-list of sites where potentially, 

new houses might be built: (NO FINAL DECISIONS HAVE YET BEEN MADE) 

 Site 1: Swallowfield Nursery, Church Road, Mannings Heath (but see 

next steps below) 

 Site 4: Part of field alongside Heathtolt Cottages, Park Lane, Maplehurst 

 Site 7: Derelict woodland opposite Dun Horse, Brighton Road, Mannings 

Heath 

 Site 8: Redundant barns, Holly Farm, Winterpit Lane, Mannings Heath 

 Site 9: Land at Swallowfield, Brighton Road, Mannnings Heath (but see 

next steps below) 

 Site 11: Behind Three Chimneys etc, Nuthurst Street, Nuthurst 

 Site 12: Land behind the White Horse, Park Lane, Maplehurst 

 Site 13: Part of field alongside Copsale Road, Maplehurst Farm, 

Maplehurst 

 Site 16: Field behind Keatings (Little Tew), Nuthurst Road, Nuthurst 

 Site 18: Outbuildings at The Barn, Park Lane, Maplehurst 

 Site 19: Paddock at Micklepage Leigh, Nuthurst Street, Nuthurst 

 Site 21: Field and land bordering Nuthurst Road, Great Ventnors Farm, 

Monks Gate 

 Site 22: Redundant barns and yard at Saxtons Farm, Nuthurst Road, 

Monks Gate 

NEXT STEPS 

 To seek more detailed information from landowners whose sites are 

listed above so we can display them for you to inspect. 

 To re-consider sites 1 and 9 at Swallowfield, Mannings Heath 

 To develop the policies on land use for example on housing and 

protecting community facilities and green spaces for inclusion in the 

draft Neighbourhood Plan.  

 To put together 2 or 3 combinations of possible sites (scenarios) for 

inclusion in the draft  Neighbourhood Plan (to provide housing)  



 To organise 2 “Open Days” in the summer that will show the 2 or 3 

scenarios with maps and plans available. You will be asked which 

scenarios you favour.  

 To construct a draft Neighbourhood Plan and organise a formal period of 

6 weeks Public Consultation so you can have a further say about 

proposals for new houses in the Parish. There will be another “Open 

Day” during this period so you can re-visit the maps and plans and talk 

things through. 

 There will be more steps to take after that before we arrive at a ratified 

Neighbourhood Plan, including you voting in a Referendum. 

 

We do hope that you can appreciate how much this process seeks to involve 

everyone living in the Parish 

PLEASE PLAY A PART 

PLEASE COME TO OUR “OPEN DAYS”. We want a BIG turn-out! 

We aim to do a leaflet drop giving you all the dates and venues 

Finally, thank you for reading this. We hope you have found it helpful. If you 

have any question/comments do e-mail the Secretary at: 

npnpsec@gmail.com 

 


