
Neighbourhood Plan Steering Committee:  Report to the Parish Council 

I have three major events to report to you this evening: 

First we took a stall at the Parish Fun Day on the 14 June and had about 30 

people stop by to ask questions about Neighbourhood Planning and look at our 

three major reports. 

Second we also ran a workshop for Steering Committee members on the 18 

June and looked again at the Planning Criteria produced for us by the Planning 

Consultant who is under contract with the Parish Council to give us advice. We 

decided to accept the criteria and proceeded to assess the 21 sites that had 

been put forward by the public and landowners for possible inclusion in the 

Neighbourhood Plan. By the end of the meeting, we had a grid showing the 

technical assessment of each site. The list of criteria and the grid and an 

explanation was typed up and put on the web-site three days later. 

Third the Steering Committee then held a meeting on the 24 June with the 

main item on the agenda being the provisional short-list. To give the public an 

opportunity to comment on each site the Committee decided to move the 

timing of the “public forum” and invite residents to state their views. Although 

approaching 100 people attended the meeting, only a small minority actually 

spoke, some of them repeatedly, and it became clear that 3 sites were causing 

particular concern. What we don’t know, of course, is the views of those who 

did not speak.  

 One site that caused concern was Holly Farm in Winterpit Lane, 

Mannings Heath. It was put forward for consideration by the public in 

their surveys because along the roadside, it contains derelict and 

unsightly barns. The whole site comprises the derelict barns and fields. 

Some residents believed that the owner wanted to build houses on the 

whole site; other residents believed that the owner wanted to build one 

large house that would be intrusive. In point of fact, what the public 

were unaware of is that about two months or so ago, I had phoned the 

owner and told him that there would be interest in the brownfield part 

of his site, that is, the bit with the derelict barns, but not the whole of 



the site. Despite this the landowner submitted the whole site. Last 

week, when letters went out to owners of the provisional short-listed 

sites, I repeated in writing, and I quote: “We would be pleased to 

receive your proposals for development of the brownfield area only”. I 

am awaiting his reply. 

 

 Another site that caused concern was the field at the junction of 

Kerves Lane and Coltstaple Lane. I understand that this field has 

been up for sale for some time and it was therefore not unsurprising 

that the owner would try to enter it into the Neighbourhood Plan. 

His plan for 35 houses on the field caused local residents concern 

and they formed an Action Group. Councillors may have noticed 

their posters along these and nearby Lanes. However, when the 

Steering Committee assessed this site, it was of the view that the site 

was too isolated from our settlements and therefore it was not 

included in our provisional short list of sites.  

 

 The other site to cause concern was Swallowfield Nursery, off 

Church Road near its junction with the A281 in Mannings Heath. The 

owner has put forward a plan for 9 houses on the  site. The Steering 

Committee assessed the site against the criteria and it is currently in 

the provisional short- list of possible sites for new houses. This has 

produced a lot of concern from what appears to be a number of local 

people so the Steering Committee has therefore agreed to re-assess 

it shortly alongside a nearby paddock at Swallowfield. 

The problem is this. There is an inevitable tension within this exercise 

of Neighbourhood Planning. For although the public said in their 

survey forms that they wanted 5 or fewer new homes being built in 

the parish over the next 15 years, it seem, and perhaps one should 

sympathise, that some people do not want them being built nearby. 

Yet, clearly these new homes must go somewhere.  

When I reported back to our Planning Consultant, he remarked that the 

tenor of our meeting was very common. It appears that complaints and 

challenges go with the task of producing a Neighbourhood Plan. 



However, I must report to you that some members of the public actually 

said “well done” on the meeting and others thanked us for all the 

voluntary work we are doing on behalf of the parish.   

Next steps 

Following the meeting we have written to each landowner whose site is 

on the provisional short-list asking for further details of their proposals, 

taking into account the public’s key wishes, as set out in the State of the 

Parish Report. They have been asked to provide a map of the site, a 

definitive plan for housing and to fill in a pro-forma. The Steering 

Committee will assess their responses and prepare 2/3 combinations of 

sites...or scenarios, for display at our “Open Days” in the summer.  At 

these “Open Days”, plans will be on view and residents from across the 

whole Parish will be asked which scenario they prefer, i.e. we will assess 

where the majority of people would like the new homes to be built. We 

think that these “Open Days” will be an excellent opportunity to really 

assess the public’s views. Hence, we are aiming at a BIG TURNOUT at 

these “Open Days” and to this end, we will be doing a leaflet drop to 

every home in the parish and offering refreshments. We hope that all 

Councillors will, once again, come to at least one “Open Day” and offer 

their views and support.  

At the end of the day, the Public will decide in a Referendum what 

happens in our Parish. The Steering Committee is just facilitating this 

process. 

Thank you for listening. I am sorry the report has been a little longer 

than usual but I felt it important that you had quite a detailed account 

of what has been happening.   

 


