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NPCNPSC/26.08.2014/Draft Minutes/12 

 
 

 

NUTHURST PARISH NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN 

MINUTES OF STEERING COMMITTEE (SC) MEETING No. 12 

held on the 26th August 2014 at  

Copsale Village Hall 

Commencing at 8.00pm 

 

PRESENT 

O. Hydes (Chairman), R. Webber (Secretary), P. Bullen (Vice Chairman), J. le Rossignol,  

F. Brennan (Treasurer), D. Livingstone, P. Smith, S. Winterton, S. Hurst 

 

16 members of the public were also present 

 

01/260814   WELCOME & INTRODUCTIONS 

OH welcomed everybody to the meeting No 12 and introduced Sophie Winterton to the Steering 

Committee as representative of Nuthurst in place of John Fortune who had to resign from the 

Committee. Also OH introduced Val Court, Chair of Nuthurst Parish Council, and Michael Oliver, 

Vice Chair. 

 

02/260814 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  

M. Kenny (Holiday) 
 
03/260814   CHAIRMAN OPENING REMARKS 
OH reported we have 2 important Open Days at the beginning of September. At these events we 
will be consulting residents about possible sites for new housing in our Parish and offering 2 
options. OH said it is very important we get a good attendance at these open days as we want a 
good balance of opinion from a cross section of the residents. We will ensure the information on 
display is clear and easy to understand and will respect the majority view. OH went on to say 
there were many misconceptions within the Parish and therefore a Frequently Asked Questions 
panel is being produced to directly answer some of those concerns. OH also thanked the small 
sub-committee of DL, SW, SH and RW for all their work and also the team of volunteers who 
delivered the Open Day flyer to all households. 
He made an appeal to all present to ensure as many residents as possible attend these events so 
we can achieve a positive result.  
He concluded the main business of the evening is the discussion on the draft policies for the NP. 
 
 
04/260814   DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
These were covered by item 04/240614 SC Meeting minutes 
 
05/240614   APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
No amendments were made and the minutes were duly approved and signed. 
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06/240614   MATTERS ARISING  

OH referred to the comment on item 13/062014 (Treasurer’s report) referring to the HDC’s 

request for a SA/SEA report. OH attended a meeting at HDC in July 2014 with our Consultant, 

Neil Homer, where HDC said that all Parishes would have to carry out a Sustainability Appraisal 

and a Strategic Environmental Assessment as part of their NP submission.  

DL asked if we would be filling the vacant SC post now that Paul Lusty has resigned. 

It was generally felt that at this late stage it would not be beneficial to seek a replacement.  

There were no other matters arising. 

 

07/26082014   PUBLIC FORUM 

Resident Roger Cato referred to the meeting of the 24th June when as he understood there were 

no housing numbers being quoted, therefore there could be an overall shortfall in numbers. If 

that was the case then the current ‘B’ option Mannings Heath Only would be a farce, unless of 

course more sites have become available. Linked to this question RC asked has HDC requested a 

MH Only option and if they have where is it written as a policy? 

OH responded by stating that our Planning Consultant had advised us we need to consider a MH 

Only option. The problem with this option it is unlikely be able to provide sufficient houses as 

identified in the survey. OH confirmed HDC have neither given us nor any other Parishes any 

individual numbers. 

RC requested again did we have a viable option B. SH responded that all options were viable and 

it was down to the level of risk.  

There was a consensus of opinion from the SC that members of the public should attend the 

Open Days and make judgements and choices accordingly.  

Resident Martin Large asked if the sites in MH were the same in both options and the numbers 

quoted are the same. This was confirmed by OH. 

A Resident asked whether affordable housing based on 1 in 5 houses in the rural areas could be a 

problem because of the lack of support services and infrastructure. The SC acknowledged this 

concern and advised the resident to attend an Open Day and log his concern. 

Resident Tony Read asked did the Consultant advise you to include MH Only as an option and did 

you ask him for a reason? OH responded stating the answer is quoted on the flyer that all 

residents received. The main reason is because MH is the only settlement in the Parish that is 

classified in HDC’s settlement hierarchy. The 2007 Core strategy classes MH to be a Category 2 

village and in the current draft preferred Strategy MH is now classed as ‘smaller village.’ The 

Consultant advised us that it would be wise to consider this option as HDC could well ask for it. 

We need to demonstrate that it does not meet the wishes of the residents as expressed in their 

responses to the surveys 

The resident further asked would we be supporting the majority view as expressed earlier. OH 

said we must take into account the views of the residents, because if ignored would leave 

ourselves open to criticism from all concerned. It is crucial that the residents support the Plan. 

Resident Roy Boulter asked by including the ‘B’ option are you not confusing the residents. 

OH responded that it was up to us to educate residents on the options. At the end of the day we 

need residents to come to the Open Days, record their preferences and read the guidance we 

are giving them. 

RB said we did not have to accept the Consultants advice. This point was noted. 

  

08/260814   TREASURER’S REPORT 



 3 

FB had circulated the financial position to the members. He pointed out we only received 50% of 

the Housing Needs Survey costs and no contribution for the General Survey. 

The current balance shows a difference of £1000 on the budget forecast. Added to that the cost 

of the SA/SEA report which will be around £2000 will mean an over spend of £2,300. 

 

RW said we should ask HDC for a contribution towards the SA/SEA report as we were forced into 

complying with HDC’s request. This was agreed. 

 

09/240614   WEBSITE REPORT 

SH reported that the website continued to be well used. No issues to report. 

 

10/240614 OPEN DAY ARRANGEMENTS 

OH advised on the September 4th & 6th Open Days and said we will be displaying two options the 

Parish-wide option that meets the needs and wishes of the residents with sites in Mannings 

Heath, Monks Gate, Nuthurst and Maplehurst and the Mannings Heath Only option as advised 

by our Planning Consultant as HDC will expect a report on this settlement. No sites were 

assessed as suitable in Copsale or Sedgwick, 

The displays at the Open Days will show maps, landowner development proposal and relevant 

information so residents are fully informed. A questionnaire will be issued to residents when 

they arrive so they can indicate their preferences and option. SC members will be on hand to 

answer questions. 

FB asked is there any other means of feedback after the presentation days. OH said the whole of 

the presentation boards and questionnaire will be on the website after the event closes. Closing 

time to be confirmed but probably 1 week after (Sunday 14th September).   

 

11/240614 DRAFT POLICIES AND OBJECTIVES 

OH informed members that our Consultant had prepared for our guidance 9 standard policies 

that meet HDC’s Core Strategy 2007, the current draft preferred strategy and the NPPF 

Policy 1 Spatial Planning and Policy 2 on Housing Site Allocations cannot be completed until we 

have the feedback from our two Open Days. The Consultant had asked the Steering Committee 

for detailed suggestions to include in the other 7 policies. 

In addition the Focus Group representatives were asked to submit their own suggestions. The 

culmination of all those inputs, including the conclusions from the Stakeholder Meeting in April, 

have been summarised in the paper circulated to members. The result of this work tonight will 

go towards the preparation of the Pre-submission Plan by our Consultants rCOH.  

SH asked that it be recorded in the minutes the gratitude the SC has for all the members of the 

Focus Groups whose sterling and investigative work has got us to this point. 

The following amendments were discussed and agreed. 

PS said we must be watchful that policies don’t contradict each other when related to the site 

selection in the chosen option. 

 

OBJECTIVES  

Housing 

Change in the third bullet point ‘scattered’ to ‘spread’ 

Environment 

Change in the first bullet point ‘protect’ to ‘safeguard’ 

Economy 

All OK 
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Community Services 

All OK 

Transport 

Add ‘Improve School bus service’ 

 

 

 

 

POLICIES 

Policy 3.  

To read ‘Encourage the re-use of agricultural buildings to provide home commensurate to meet 

with local needs.’ 

Delete bullet two. 

Policy 4.  

Bullet 7. Delete similar and replace with ‘suitable.’ 

Policy 5. 

 Bullet 3. Delete ‘preserve and manage’ and insert ‘Encourage the preservation and management 

of’ …. 

Bullet 6. Insert ‘Sussex’ after ‘natural.’ After ‘rail’ insert ‘fencing’ 

Policy 6. 

Add bullet. The pond and surrounding area bordering Nuthurst Road in Monks Gate 

Add under Nuthurst ‘St. Andrews School playing field’ 

Policy 7. 

No change 

Policy 8. 

Under Mannings Heath add bullet ‘Cricket Pavilion’ and note that the Village Hall is owned by a 

community charity 

Add bullet under Monks Gate ‘Pond’ 

Policy 9. 

Delete ‘serve Mannings Heath and other settlements in the parish’ insert ‘serve the entire Parish 

and settlements 

Policy 10. 

Discussion on this policy was whether we add actual road names. It was agreed to revise this 

policy by including a mechanism for bringing forward suggestions to improve road safety for 

example lower speed limits etc. 

Policy 11 

No changes 

Policy 12 

No changes 

 

It was generally felt that the Open Days will assist us in finalising the policies and objectives. 

 

12/260814 TIMELINE 

The circulated timeline is based on the Skype conversation with Neil Homer.  A general 

discussion took place. There was concern that the timing and the NP could be affected by 

changes in policy at HDC and following the general election. This resulted in a request for OH to 

ask AirS/rCOH to confirm the two 6 week consultation periods, one for the draft plan and the 

other for the final plan, and to ask where time could be saved.  
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13/260814 SUGGESTIONS FOR MATTERS TO BE CONSIDERED FOR THE NEXT SC MEETING  

Report of Open Days 

Workshop result from meeting on the 25th September at The Good Shepherd (booked post 

meeting) 

Preparation and agreement of material to be sent to rCOH for the preparation of the Pre-

submission Plan 

 

14/260814 DATE OF NEXT SC MEETING 

26th September at 8pm in Mannings Heath Village Hall (booked post meeting) 

 

OH declared the meeting closed at 9.40pm. 

 


