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Your views on Option A and Option B and potential 

sites for inclusion in the Neighbourhood Plan.... plus 

decisions made by the Steering Committee 

 

 

The context:  474 residents of the Parish attended two Open Days and were asked for 

their views on: 

 Option A (a Parish-wide plan for new housing); and  

 Option B (a Mannings Heath only plan).  

Residents were also asked if they supported the inclusion of 9 potential sites for new 

housing in the Draft Neighbourhood Plan, or alternatively, either or both of the 2 reserve 

sites. 463 residents completed questionnaires and 300 residents provided the Steering 

Committee with handwritten comments about the sites. 

The task:  Over 5,000 separate pieces of information were received from residents during 

these two Open Days. The information was fed into a data-base and then analysed. With so 

much data, there were many ways of analysing and presenting it and the Steering 

Committee of the Neighbourhood Plan chose the clearest and simplest way. The results of 

the analysis were made public at a Steering Committee Meeting on the 25 September. At 

this meeting, the Steering Committee made decisions about which Option should go into 

the Draft Neighbourhood Plan and which potential sites should be listed in it. 

This commentary: It provides the information given at the Steering Committee Meeting 

on the 25 September, and is written for the general reader. If anyone wants to see more 

detail, please e-mail the secretary at npnpsec@gmail.com who will see if it can be 

reasonably provided. 
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Option A: The left-hand side of the chart below shows that 392 residents out of a total of 

463 supported Option A. 54 residents did not support Option A and there were a few blank 

boxes. Thus, there was overwhelming support for Option A.  

Option B: The right-hand side of the chart below shows that 290 residents were opposed 

to Option B whilst 104 supported it. Thus overall, Option B was not supported by residents 

of the Parish.  
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The chart below shows where the support for Option A came from.  Whilst 267 people living 

in Mannings Heath supported Option A, 68 residents living in the hamlets of Copsale, 

Maplehurst, Monks Gate, Nuthurst and Sedgwick also supported Option A, whilst 47 

opposed it.  

 

Conclusion:  Across the Parish as a whole, Option A was far more popular than Option B. 

In the hamlets, more residents supported Option A than opposed it. 

 

Decision: The Steering Committee therefore decided to include Option A in 

the Draft Neighbourhood Plan. 
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The sites: the chart below shows the numbers of residents supporting and opposing the 9 

potential sites and the two reserve sites. The chart should be read from left to right and the 

strong black line indicates 50% of residents. 

 

 

Site 1 (Swallowfield Nursery, Mannings Heath) 316 people supported the inclusion of this 

site in the Draft Neighbourhood Plan, whilst 125 opposed the inclusion of this site. (There 

were 22 blank boxes, shown in yellow on the graph, to the question about this site). 

Site 7 (Land opposite the Dun Horse pub, Mannings Heath) 341 residents supported the 

inclusion of this site, whilst 99 residents were opposed to it. (23 blanks) 

Site 8 (Holly Farm, Winterpit Lane, Mannings Heath) 350 residents supported this site and 

89 were opposed to it. (24 blanks) 

Site 4 (Adjacent to Heathtolt Cottages, Maplehurst) 368 residents supported this site, 

whilst 60 were opposed to it. (35 blanks) 

Site 12 (The White Horse Pub, Maplehurst) 290 residents supported this site, whilst 141 

were opposed to it. (32 blanks) 

Site 16 (Keatings, Nuthurst Street) 289 residents supported this site, whilst 132 were 

opposed to it. (42 blanks) 

Site 19 (Micklepage Leigh, Nuthurst Street) 337 residents supported this site, whilst 98 

were opposed to it. (28 blanks) 
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Site 21 (Great Ventors, Monks Gate) 287 residents supported this site, whilst 145 were 

opposed to it. (31 blanks) 

Site 22 (Saxtons Farm, Monks Gate) 353 residents supported this site, whilst 80 were 

opposed to it. (30 blanks) 

Reserve site 3 (opposite Hamptons Cottages, Maplehurst) 243 residents supported this 

site, whilst 140 were opposed. (80 blanks) 

Reserve site 9 (Swallowfield paddock, Mannings Heath) 194 supported this site, whilst 203 

were opposed to it. (66 blanks) 

Conclusion: All the 9 main sites were supported by considerably more than 50% of 

residents (as shown by the black line). The two reserve sites were assessed as being less 

technically suitable sites than the main sites. They were far less well supported by 

residents.  

 

Decision: The Steering Committee decided to include all the main 9 sites listed 

above in the Neighbourhood Plan and drop the 2 reserve sites. 

 

Concerns: Whilst more than 50% of residents were in favour of these 9 main sites , 

comment slips from some residents indicated that they had some concerns about them, 

relating, for instance, to access, or flooding etc. Therefore, a list of PRINCIPLES will be 

attached to each site listed in the Neighbourhood Plan. They will address residents’ 

concerns. An example: one (imaginary) site may be accompanied by some Principles, such as 

these: 

 The site should contain between 5 and 7 houses 

 New houses should have 2-3 bedrooms 

 Houses should have no more than 2 storeys 

 Houses should be built in a style sympathetic to nearby houses 

 Every effort should be made to retain trees, hedges, ponds and ditches  

 Possible provision for road safety improvements..... and so on...... 

Clearly, the Principles will vary according to the site and residents’ comments. The 

Principles are currently being developed along the lines of the example above and will 

appear in the Draft Neighbourhood Plan. 
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You may like to know that the Draft Neighbourhood Plan will be presented at the next 

Steering Committee meeting on 20 October in Mannings Heath Village Hall at a time 

yet to be confirmed. You are very welcome to attend. 

After the Draft Neighbourhood Plan has been considered and hopefully approved by 

Nuthurst Parish Council, it will go out for public consultation for 6 weeks when you will 

be able to comment further.  

Thank you for reading this.  


