
Neighbourhood Plan Steering Committee:  Report to the Parish Council 

The Open Days were a huge success. Nearly 500 people attended the two events. 

Many people complimented us on the excellent organisation and the very 

professional quality of the display boards.  You will recall that the Steering 

Committee, as advised by our Planning Consultant, presented two Options – Option 

A: a parish wide scenario and Option B: a Mannings Heath only scenario. There was 

also a display board for each of the nine potential sites and the two reserve sites and 

a frequently asked questions board.  

Each resident was able to complete a questionnaire which asked if they would 

support the inclusion of Option A, Option B and each of the sites in the 

Neighbourhood Plan. The also had the opportunity to fill in a separate comment slip 

if they wanted to make any observations about the Options and the sites. As a result, 

463 questionnaires and over 300 comment slips were returned. The questionnaires 

alone yielded over 5,000 items of data.  Clearly it took a lot of work inputting this 

data into spreadsheets. Inputting of the data from the comments slips was done by 

Steering Committee member, Sophie Winterton, and inputting of data from the 

questionnaires and analysis of the data was done by Committee member, Simon 

Hurst. So I want to record my thanks to these members for the huge amount of work 

they have carried out. 

With such as vast quantity of data, there are obviously many ways of analysing and 

presenting it. The Steering Committee chose some charts which it considered were 

the best and clearest way to present the results. These charts together with some 

explanatory text were put on the website last weekend.  

The results of the Open days were presented to the public at the Steering Committee 

meeting last Thursday.  

Regarding the options, 392 residents supported Option A, 54 residents did not 

support Option A and there were a few blank boxes. Thus, there was overwhelming 

support for Option A across the Parish. Furthermore whilst the majority of people 

living in Mannings Heath supported Option A, more people living in the hamlets of 

Copsale, Maplehurst, Monks Gate, Nuthurst and Sedgwick supported Option A than 

opposed it. 290 residents were opposed to Option B whilst 104 supported it. As a 

result, the Steering Committee decided to include Option A in the Neighbourhood 

Plan in line with residents’ wishes. 

Regarding the sites, there were far more residents in the Parish supporting each site 

than opposing it. Our Planning consultant stated that this was a good and positive 



result. He advised that we should include all 9 sites in the draft Neighbourhood Plan 

because they were all well supported overall and it gives us flexibility to deal any 

change in circumstances. He further advised that for each site included in the 

Neighbourhood Plan, we should include some key principles that would seek to 

address issues and concerns raised by some residents in their comment slips. 

As a result the Steering Committee agreed that all 9 sites should be included in the 

draft Neighbourhood Plan.  The Committee further agreed that the key principles 

could ameliorate the concerns expressed by residents about each site. For example 

depending on the site, these could include adjustment of the indicative number of 

houses, limiting development to part of a site, a requirement to address local 

flooding or access and traffic issues etc.  

I would now like to mention the next steps. The Steering Committee’s decision on the 

option, the sites and the draft key principles for each site will be sent to our Planning 

Consultant together with the objectives and suggested policies agreed at the previous 

Steering Committee meeting.  

The Planning Consultant will prepare the draft Neighbourhood Plan from all this 

information. He will attend the next Steering Committee meeting on Monday 20 

October in Mannings Heath Village Hall at a time to be arranged and present the draft 

plan for the Steering Committee to discuss.  

If the Steering Committee agrees the draft Plan, it will be presented to the Parish 

Council meeting on 5 November. If the Parish Council agrees it, the Parish Council will 

publish the draft plan for 6 weeks statutory public consultation – we plan to hold a 

further Open Day during this period. 

Following consultation, if necessary, modifications may be made to the Plan and the 

final Neighbourhood Plan will be sent to Horsham District Council for approval and 

then to the Independent Examiner. If both are in agreement, the Neighbourhood Plan 

will go out for public referendum and residents will have the opportunity to vote on it. 

A simple majority of over 50% of those voting will give the Neighbourhood Plan legal 

status which will protect the Parish from speculative development. 

 

 

 


