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Local Green Spaces in Nuthurst Parish 

Introduction 

Nuthurst Parish is located in the central eastern portion of Horsham District in West Sussex. 

Its northern boundary is some 2 miles south of Horsham and its southern boundary some 6 

miles south. The Parish contains the settlements of Copsale, Mannings Heath, Maplehurst, 

Monks Gate, Nuthurst and Sedgwick. The population at the 2011 census was 1,777 of which 

around two thirds live in the main settlement of Mannings Heath. The Parish is essentially 

rural in character and covers some 1,700 hectares. 

A survey has been undertaken of the green spaces in the Parish to identify any that would 

merit protection and designation as “Local Green Spaces” because they could be possible 

sites for future small scale development that would be to the detriment of the environment 

of the particular settlement. 

The village green at Mannings Heath already has formal protection status and is not 

therefore proposed as a Local Green Space. There are a number of areas within or adjoining 

the built up areas of the settlements that are considered valuable green spaces for the 

community that should be protected from future development and therefore under the 

Neighbourhood Plan they should be designated as Local Green Spaces. 

1. Church Road and Lime Kiln Road, Mannings Heath 

Church Road is the main entrance road to Mannings Heath from the south. Between Church 

Road and Lime Kiln Road and the start of Woodlands Walk, lies a tract of open grassland 

which serves to provide a green space which separates the older houses on the south side 

of Church Road from the newer development of houses in Lime Kiln Road. The space 

contains several trees including a mature oak and a mature fir. This is an important 

landscape feature for one of the main routes into the village and for this built up part of the 

village. The space is enjoyed by many residents. Development of this green space would be 

detrimental to the local environment and would urbanise this part of the village. 

        

 

 

 

 

 

View from entrance to Woodlands Walk  View from the centre of the village 
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2. Junction of Winterpit Lane, Church Road and Golding Lane, Mannings 

Heath 

This small triangular piece of grass land is part of the heart of the village lying just off the 

staggered cross roads in the centre of the village and directly opposite the Village Stores. It 

has a lovely mature oak tree at its centre and in the spring/summer the local horticultural 

society plant a colourful display of wild flowers at the front of the site. It boasts the 

millennium plinth and sign and a seat for residents to enjoy watching the activity in the 

centre of the village. Development of this small site would ruin the centre of the village. 

            

   

 

 

 

 

 

View from the Village Shop 

3. Golding Lane between Pound Lane and Gagglewood, Mannings Heath 

This green space is a strip of land lying to the south of Golding Lane between the entrances 

to Pound Lane and Gagglewood. It is grassed with three mature and well-spaced oak trees 

and is a welcome green space near the centre of the village and opposite a cluster of houses 

on the north side of Golding Lane. Development of this green space would be detrimental to 

the open environment of this part of the village.  

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

View from Gagglewood    View from Pound lane 
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4. Field behind Woodlands Walk, Mannings Heath 

Woodlands Walk is a development on the eastern boundary of Mannings Heath. It was built 

in 1998 and consists of 28 houses. As part of a section 106 agreement the field to the east of 

Woodlands Walk and to the south of the eastern most houses in Lime Kiln Road was 

designated as a space for community use and enjoyment and protected from further 

development for 5 years.  This protection has lapsed. This field remains a valuable space for 

community use, being frequently used by children and dog walkers, and therefore there is a 

need to ensure that this green space continues to be protected from development. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

View across field to houses in Lime Kiln Road View from entrance gate 

5. Junction of Copsale Road and Nuthurst Road, Maplehurst 

In the centre of the settlement of Maplehurst there is a staggered cross roads on the 

Nuthurst Road. Park Lane leads to the east with the White Horse Public house some 100 

meters along it and Copsale Road leads to the west. This green space is a triangle of land in 

the centre of Maplehurst at the junction of Copsale Road and Nuthurst Road.  It houses the 

settlement sign and there is a large mature ash tree and two smaller maple tree in the 

space. It provides a distinctive feature in the centre of the settlement. Development of this 

green space would be detrimental to the local environment and spoil the centre of the 

settlement. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

View from junction     View from Copsale Road 
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6. Land surrounding Copsale Hall, Bar Lane, Copsale 

Copsale Hall has a fascinating history serving the community of Copsale and the rest of the 

Parish for over 100 years. In the early part of the twentieth century the owners of Copsale 

Court lent a field for the local workers to play football and cricket. Subsequently a second 

hand hall was purchased through Alexander Clarke, who lived at Elliots. It was transported 

by  train from Peckham Rye to West Grinstead Station and was opened on January 1st 1907 

as a working men’s club, but subsequently became known as the Club Room. The ownership 

of the land, on which the land is built, passed from Copsale Court to the Knepp Castle 

Estate. During the Second World War the hall was used by Armed Forces and at one time 

was a canteen for the Canadian Troops in the area. After the war the management of the 

hall was taken over by a committee of the local people who organised whist drives, socials 

and jumble sales. The hall was also hired out for private functions and was used as a base 

for the Women’s Institute and County Library. A youth club was run at the hall from 1949 to 

1965 and another one from 1976 to the early 1980s. 

The Hall is still run by a committee of local residents and is very well used by the community 

for a wide variety of events. For example there are bacon butty mornings on the first Sunday 

of every month, frequent coffee morning and cream tea events, picnics with music, 

pumpkin competitions and many other events. It is also available for hire for meetings, 

wedding receptions, parties etc. 

The Hall and the land surrounding the Hall has been threatened with housing developments 

in the past. The surrounding land sets off the Hall and provides a significant green space in 

that part of the settlement of Copsale. Often marquees are erected for events. 

Development of this green space would threaten the survival of the Hall and its important 

role as a community facility. Therefore, it warrants protection. 

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

             

View of Copsale Hall 
 


