
Neighbourhood Plan Steering Committee:  Report to the Parish Council 

Since the last meeting of the Parish Council, the main focus has been on the 

preparation of the Draft Neighbourhood Plan. This Plan is founded on the views of 

the majority of people living in our Parish. It seeks to enable the Parish to grow in a 

controlled and sensible way. It also seeks to protect the Parish from large scale 

developments that most people have said they don’t want. 

The Draft Plan was worked on by Neil Homer of rCOH Ltd and the Steering Committee. 

The Final draft was presented by Neil Homer to the Steering Committee meeting on 

20 October. The Public Forum was specially extended to 30 minutes to enable Neil to 

answer questions from the public. Many more people wanted to speak than there was 

time. The feedback I have received was very positive regarding Neil’s knowledge and 

expertise. 

The Steering Committee unanimously approved the draft Plan for submission to the 

Parish Council meeting this evening. I will now outline briefly the main features of the 

Plan. 

The basic structure of the Plan uses the same approach used in previously successful 

Plans in Sussex and Buckinghamshire. The over-arching aim is to produce a Plan which 

meets the ‘Basic Conditions’  in the Neighbourhood Planning Regulations, is in accord 

with the Horsham District Planning Framework (HDPF) and the National Planning 

Policy Framework (NPPF). Furthermore, the aim is that the Plan will pass the inspection 

and referendum at the first attempt. 

After an introduction, section 2 of the plan is based on the State of the Parish Report 

of April 2014. It summarises the evidence on which the Draft Plan is based. This 

information was derived from the work of about 40 people in four Focus Groups who 

researched housing, farming, environment, infrastructure and transport. It was also 

based on responses from residents to the two questionnaires and you may recall that 

almost 50% of residents completed them – a very high response rate.    

Section 3 summarises the key policies that shape the Draft Plan. It covers the NPPF, 

HDC’s 2007 local plan and HDC’s 2014 submission HDPF which is currently being 

examined by the Inspector.  

Section 4 is the very heart of the Plan. It defines a vision and key objectives for the 

Parish for the coming years and lists 17 Land Use Policies. HDC will use these policies 

alongside its Planning Framework to determine planning applications in the Parish in 

the future.  



Policy 1 is the ‘Spatial Plan’, an over-arching policy, and it in effect provides for: 

 Sites adjacent to the existing Built up Area Boundary in Mannings Heath  to be 

included as no sites came forward within the BUAB 

 Sites within the High Weald Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) to be 

excluded because they were in the AONB and alternative sites outside the 

AONB were available.   

 The Draft Plan proposes circa 60 new dwellings over the planning period of 15 

years and this accords with the 75 or less houses that residents said they 

wanted.  

 

Policies 2 – 10 contain the sites put forward for development during the period of 

the Plan. These are the 9 sites supported by the majority of residents across the 

Parish at the open days and they are shown on the policies maps. There are 3 sites in 

Mannings Heath and 6 in the settlements. Thus the sites are spread throughout the 

Parish in accord with residents’ wishes, except for Copsale and Sedgwick where no 

suitable sites came forward. The policies and principles associated with each site are 

designed to ameliorate the concerns expressed by residents in their comments at the 

open days.  

 

Policy 11 is designed to try to manage the phasing of development over the 15 year 

planning period by proposing that approximately 20 dwellings are built in each 5 year 

period. But this policy may need to be amended if it transpires that HDC consider it 

too prescriptive. 

Policy 12 gives some design guidelines for new dwellings, such as the type of building 

materials. These are relatively straight forward and are designed to ensure that any 

development fits in with the existing housing in the Parish. Neil Homer recommends 

that the Parish Council prepares a Parish Design Statement which would give more 

detail. 

Policy 13 lists Community Facilities, such as the three pubs and Copsale Hall that 

would be preserved during the planning period  

Policy 14 relates to supporting possible future proposals to extend St Andrew’s 

School. 

Policy 15 relates to improvements to Broadband facilities in the Parish. 



Policy 16 recommends some local green spaces in the Parish that should be 

preserved and protected from development, such as the space between Church Road 

and Lime Kiln Road in Mannings Heath. 

Policy 17 gives protection to key features of the Parish landscape such as farmlands, 

ponds, wildlife corridors and heritage sites etc.  

Section 5 deals briefly with how the Plan will be implemented and monitored 

between 2015 and 2031.  

The appendix lists the documents that form the evidence on which the Plan is based 

and shows that this Plan has been very thoroughly prepared and is community 

based. These documents together with the Plan will be put on the Neighbourhood 

Plan and Parish Council websites if the Parish Council this evening approves the Plan 

to go out for 6 weeks consultation.     

The purpose of the consultation is to give stakeholders and residents another 

opportunity to think about how the Parish should grow and remain vibrant. The 

Steering Committee wants another high response rate – 50% again would be great. 

To achieve this we propose another leaflet drop to every household in the Parish 

telling people how to comment on the draft Plan. We are hoping for lots of positive 

comments about the Plan, although we recognise that it is unlikely that every single 

resident will be satisfied with the Plan. 

Stakeholders and residents comments will inform a general report on the Draft Plan. 

This report will be used, if necessary, to make modifications to the final Plan to be 

submitted to Horsham District Council in the New Year.   

The Planning Consultant has advised that it is not unusual for disappointed 

landowners to press at a very late stage for their sites to be included in the draft NP. 

There are two landowners doing just that for Swallowfield Paddock in Mannings 

Heath and a field at Bulls Farm in Sedgwick. Their sites were previously assessed by 

the Steering Committee as unsuitable for inclusion. The landowners have been 

informed that any reconsideration of their sites could be carried out in the first 

review of the Neighbourhood Plan.  

As you will appreciate, a lot of hard work by a lot of people has gone into preparing 

the draft Neighbourhood Plan. It has delivered what residents said they wanted – 

small developments spread across the Parish. On behalf of the Steering Committee, I 

urge Councillors to approve the Plan to go out for the 6 week statutory consultation 

period. 


