
Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group:  Report to the Parish Council 

The draft Neighbourhood Plan was put out for a formal period of public 

consultation in November and the six week period came to an end just before 

Christmas. We received responses from five statutory consultees, including 

Horsham District Council, and 375 responses from residents. This was a good 

response rate compared with those achieved by other parishes and I would like 

to thank everyone who took the time to go onto our website and fill in our 

consultation form. Very often, residents wrote very detailed and helpful 

comments that must have taken them some time to write.  

We are now required to write a Consultation Statement that explains how we 

have consulted throughout the whole of the Neighbourhood Planning period, 

what responses we have had during our formal public consultation and what 

adjustments we have made to the Neighbourhood Plan as a consequence.  

This Consultation Statement, when written, will contain an appendix with all 

responses received during the public consultation. But, in accordance with 

standard good practice, all names and any statements that would allow 

anyone to be identified will be removed. 

The response from Horsham District Council was important to us, as the 

Council needs to give permission for the Plan to go to the Independent 

Examiner. In general terms, the District Council is supportive of our 

Neighbourhood Plan but considers it rather detailed and over-prescriptive. Our 

Planning Consultant, Councillor Richard Webber and myself have a meeting 

arranged with Horsham District Council on the 9 January to discuss this view 

further. 

The number of responses from residents, as I said earlier, was high and I hope 

you will be pleased to hear that 70% of them were totally supportive of the 

Neighbourhood Plan and wished to see no changes to it. 23% said they would 

vote for the Neighbourhood Plan with modifications, often very minor, and 7% 

said they would not support the Neighbourhood Plan in a Referendum. This 7% 

represents 20 people and whilst it is sad that they think they cannot support 

the Plan, we need to be realistic and recognise that it would never be possible 

to satisfy everyone living in the parish. The fact is that these results are 

outstandingly supportive of the Neighbourhood Plan and our consultant says 



better than most Parishes achieve. For example they compare very favourably 

with Ardingly, which went forward with its Neighbourhood Plan on the basis of 

54% support for it. I think Nuthurst’s much better result fully reflects the sheer 

amount of consultation undertaken by the Steering Group and I’d like to thank 

them for their efforts on this front, and also Simon Hurst for setting up and 

running our website. In the past year, we have had over 18,000 hits on the site 

and I think this has also been very helpful. 

It is unfortunate then that our formal six week public consultation experienced 

a problem during its last three days when 52 responses were submitted from 

two IP addresses – that is from just two computer routers. All 52 wanted 

Swallowfield Nursery removed from the Neighbourhood Plan and used exactly 

the same 23 words with most of them containing exactly the same punctuation 

error. Advice was sought from our consultants, Action in rural Sussex, and 

these 52 responses have been placed in a separate annex to all the other 

responses in the consultation statement. 

Additional checks on these 52 responses revealed further problems that simply 

serve to justify this decision. Over half of these 52 responses bore the names 

of people who are not listed in the Electoral Roll for Nuthurst Parish – 

December 2014 edition. Further checking revealed that an additional 5 

responses wanting Swallowfield Nursery out of the Neighbourhood Plan also 

came from people not listed in the Electoral Roll and these will also figure in 

the separate annex, alongside the 52 I have just mentioned. 

Despite all this, the Parish Council should feel assured that adequate action has 

been taken to ensure the proper probity of our public consultation and that 

the Steering Group’s attention is now rightly focused on moving the 

Neighbourhood Plan forward. We have a workshop scheduled for the 12 

January to consider possible adjustments to policies that seek to minimise the 

effects of development, for example, perhaps by placing more green spaces in 

a protected category, or requiring more screening on boundaries. These details 

are important to residents although not all the things suggested by residents 

can end up incorporated in the Neighbourhood Plan. The Plan cannot decide 

matters outside its remit. For example any reduced speed limit or a pedestrian 

crossing is a decision for the West Sussex County Council Highways to make 

after a Planning Application is placed before Horsham District Council, 



although the Neighbourhood Plan can point up a need for road safety to be 

taken into consideration.  

At the next Parish Council meeting, we hope to place before you a modified 

Plan, that is the final Submission Plan, and a Consultation Statement that will 

meet with your approval. If this happens, then the Plan can be sent to 

Horsham District Council for a decision on whether or not to send the Plan to 

an Independent Examiner. At this point, the Plan will come much nearer to a 

Public Referendum and to providing residents with what they originally said 

they wanted: small developments spread across the Parish, comprising mainly 

small houses suitable for young people and the elderly who want to down-size. 

And also, of course, protection from speculative developers who want to spoil 

our fields and woods. 

The next public meeting of the Steering Group will be held in Mannings Heath 

Village Hall on Wednesday 28 of January at 20.00. 

 

 


