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1. INTRODUCTION 

This Consultation Statement supports the Submission Neighbourhood Plan and 
Sustainability Appraisal in accordance with the Community Engagement 
Statement and Regulation 15 of the Neighbourhood Planning (General) 
Regulations 2012. It contains the following: 

a) details of people and organisations consulted about the proposed 
Neighbourhood Plan; 

b) details of how they were consulted 
c) a summary of the main issues and concerns raised through the 

consultation process; and 
d) descriptions of how these issues and concerns have been   considered 

and addressed in the proposed Neighbourhood Plan. 

Recent Guidance from the Department for Communities and Local 
Government (10 Sept 2013) states that: 

“the consultation statement submitted with the draft Neighbourhood Plan 
should reveal the quality and effectiveness of the consultation that has 
informed the plan proposals.” 

This statement sets out details of events and consultations. It lists the activities in 
which the local community has been involved and the work of volunteers. The 
aims of consultation in the Parish of Nuthurst have been to create an interest in 
Neighbourhood Planning and what it could offer, to build up a knowledge-
base about the process and the six constituent settlements, and to engage 
residents in decision-making in order to achieve a high quality Neighbourhood 
Plan that would receive broad approval. 

 

   

Introduction  to  the  
Neighbourhood  
Plan  at  the  Parish  
Fun  Day.  June  2013  
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2. THE PLAN PREPARATION PROCESS 

The process was instituted by Nuthurst Parish Council on 1 May 2013 when it 
delegated the task of investigating the possibility of preparing a 
Neighbourhood Plan to a working party of three Councillors.  The Parish Council 
duly appointed Action in rural Sussex as consultants to advise on the 
preparation of this Neighbourhood Plan. Subsequently on 14 August 2013, a 
Steering Group was formed, comprising three Councillors and volunteer 
residents representing each of the six settlements. Four Focus Groups were also 
formed from volunteer residents to collect data about the Parish. This evidence-
base was used to write a State of the Parish Report which established key issues 
for the Steering Group to take forward. Consultation meetings with parishioners 
took a number of formats and allowed the Steering Group to formulate and 
test proposals for inclusion in the draft Neighbourhood Plan.  

The process has comprised: 

a) collection of base-line data by Focus Groups; 
b) consultation with parishioners to obtain their views on what they 

valued and wished to retain and how much development they 
thought was appropriate, where it should go and what kind of houses 
the Parish needed; 

c) Parish-wide surveys to provide a broader range of evidence;   
d) consultations with a range of stakeholder organisations with interests in 

the Parish, such as utility companies, local organisations and 
neighbouring parishes;  

e) platforms for landowners to present proposals for the development of 
their sites;  

f)   technical assessments of 22 sites to arrive at a short-list of 9 sites; 
g) “open day” displays to obtain residents’ views on the sites being 

considered for inclusion in the draft Pre-submission Plan;  
h) formal consultation on the Pre-submission draft Neighbourhood Plan 

and the Sustainability Appraisal/Strategic Environmental Assessment; 
and 

i) the provision of information to keep parishioners aware of the progress 
of    the Neighbourhood Plan and any emerging issues. 

The Submission Neighbourhood Plan takes into account comments on the Pre-
submission Plan received during the 6 week consultation period. Where 
appropriate, the Pre-submission Plan has been amended. The Submission 
Neighbourhood Plan is accompanied by a Sustainability Appraisal/ Strategic 
Environmental Assessment. If approved by Horsham District Council, the 
Submission Neighbourhood Plan will be subjected to an Independent 
Examination. Any recommendations made by the Examiner will be considered 
by the Parish Council and Horsham District Council and the Plan amended 
accordingly before being approved for a Local Referendum. If supported by a  
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majority vote at the Referendum, the Neighbourhood Plan will be adopted by 
Horsham District Council as planning policy for the Parish of Nuthurst. 	   	  

	  

2.1 Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group	  

The Parish Council applied for funding from Locality and Horsham District 
Council in November 2013 to support the development of a Neighbourhood 
Plan and was granted funding in December 2013. The applications and 
confirmation of funding are attached at Appendix A. 

The Steering Group first met in September 2013. Steering Group meetings were 
held in public with a public forum during which parishioners could ask questions 
or raise concerns. Minutes of meetings are publicly available on the 
Neighbourhood Plan website (nuthurstplan.wordpress.com). The Terms of 
Reference for the Steering Group are attached at Appendix B. 

The Parish Council appointed Action in rural Sussex in association with rCOH Ltd 
to act as consultants to the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group and the 
Council (see Appendix C). 

The Neighbourhood Plan is included as an agenda item at all Parish Council 
meetings when the Chair of the Steering Group delivers a report and answers 
Councillors’ questions. Minutes of Council meetings are publicly available on 
the Parish Council website (nuthurst.parishcouncil.net). 

2.2    Designation of Neighbourhood Plan area 

The Parish Council made an application for the Designation of the 
Neighbourhood Plan area in September 2013. The application contained: 

a) a map which identified the area to which the application applied; 
b) a statement explaining why the area was considered appropriate to be 

designated as a Neighbourhood Plan area; and 
c) a statement that the organisation making the application was a 

relevant body for the purposes of section 61G of the 1990 Town and 
Country Planning Act. 

Designation of the Plan was approved by Horsham District Council on 31 
October 2013. The application and a letter of confirmation is attached at 
Appendix D. 
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2.3   Baseline evidence 

Four Focus Groups collected data and wrote reports on the following: housing 
and development; farming, environment and countryside; community 
infrastructure and local economy; and traffic and transport. The Parish 
conducted two surveys during February 2014: a Housing Needs Survey; and a 
General Survey. The Steering Group held two “open days” for residents in 
November 2013, a business event in January 2014 and children’s and young 
persons’ events in January/February 2014 to gather views on what they wanted 
for the Parish in the future. Information from these sources was collated, key 
issues were identified and used to prepare the State of the Parish Report which 
was published in April 2014. 

 

 

   

 

2.4   Working with Horsham District Council 

Horsham District Council provided an initial course for parishes interested in 
Neighbourhood Planning, followed by a training course during which the Chair 
and Secretary of Nuthurst Parish Neighbourhood Plan contributed as the “front-
runner” Parish in the district. The Chair and the Secretary have also attended 
meetings with Horsham District Council to discuss the Plan and the Sustainability 
Appraisal/Strategic Environmental Assessment. Horsham District Council’s 
Neighbourhood Planning and Strategic Housing Land Availability Assessment 
(SHLAA) officers have provided on-going support and loaned display boards 
for “Open Days”.  Subsequently, Horsham District Council gave a formal 
response to the Pre-submission Neighbourhood Plan. 

© Action in rural Sussex  

1 

        

 

 
Neighbourhood Plan 

SURVEY REPORT 

 Nuthurst Parish 
 

Horsham DISTRICT 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

February 2014 

 
 

Action in rural Sussex

Infrastructure & Local Economy 

  Farming, Environment &  
       Countryside 

HOUSING 

Surveys  conducted  and  Focus  Groups  formed,  
from  August  2013  to  February  2014    
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2.5    Co-operation with other parishes 

An effective working relationship and sharing of good practice was established 
with other Parish Councils, particularly with Henfield Parish Council, a body at a 
similar stage in the process of Neighbourhood Planning. There has also been 
co-operation with Southwater Parish Council when the Chair of the Steering 
Group acted as a facilitator at one of their Open days and advice has been 
given to West Grinstead Parish Council.  The Chair of Nuthurst Parish Council in 
her role as Chair of Horsham Association of Local Councils (a body made up of 
Parish Councils within the Horsham District) ensured that the Association 
regularly had presentations and discussions about Neighbourhood Planning. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lower	  Beeding	  Southwater Shipley 
Forest Neighbourhood Cowfold 

Inviting local parishes to 
events and providing 
progress through the 
website. 
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3.    COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 

The Parish of Nuthurst is largely rural and has a total population of nearly 1,800 
people living in six settlements.  

 3.1    Website 

A dedicated website for the Neighbourhood Plan was set up in November 2013 
(nuthurstplan.wordpress.com). It was operated and monitored by a member of 
the Steering Group and contained dates and venues of meetings, agendas of 
meetings, minutes of meetings, copies of documents, postings of items of 
current relevance, and a posting-board for parishioners to make comment and 
ask questions. Appendix E provides an example.  At the end of December 
2014, the website had received over 18,000 hits. Nuthurst Parish Council’s 
website (nuthurst.parishcouncil.net) also advertised public meetings of the 
Steering Group and provided copies of minutes. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3.2     Written engagement. 

Each month the Steering Group published an article in the “Link” magazine 
that is delivered free to every house-hold in the Parish by the local church. 
These articles kept residents up-to-date with progress with the Neighbourhood 
Plan and encouraged them to attend events and participate in the process. 
Separate flyers about specific Neighbourhood Planning events were delivered 
by volunteers to each house in the Parish on three occasions. Two articles 
about Nuthurst Parish Council’s Neighbourhood Plan were printed in the West 
Sussex County Times newspaper. These are attached in Appendix F. Dates of 
the Steering Group’s public meetings and agendas were posted on the Parish 
Council’s eight notice-boards. 

 

 

 

 

Over	  18,000	  hits	  in	  the	  last	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  12	  months.	  
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3.3     Surveys  

Two public surveys were carried out in February 2014. The questions for the 
General Survey were based on those provided by Focus Groups and designed 
to elicit what parishioners valued and sought to preserve in the Parish, and 
what changes they would like to see made.  The survey form is in Appendix G. 
The second survey, the Housing Needs Survey, was provided by the 
consultancy, Action in rural Sussex (AirS) and is in Appendix H. Paper survey 
forms were delivered to each house-hold by volunteers, together with a pre-
addressed and stamped envelope for return of the forms to AirS. The return rate 
for the General survey was very high at 49.42%. The Housing Needs Survey had 
a return rate of 48.3%. A full report of each survey was placed on the 
Neighbourhood Plan website to give feedback to parishioners on their collated 
views. These surveys were fundamental in arriving at the aim of the 
Neighbourhood Plan that over the next 15 years, new development should 
number 75 or fewer homes, should be spread across the Parish, and should 
feature predominantly smaller houses for young people, and the elderly wishing 
to downsize and stay in the Parish.  

3.4    Consultation with parishioners at public meetings and “open days” 

Following the Parish Council’s decision to undertake a Neighbourhood Plan, a 
public meeting was held in Mannings Heath Village Hall in July 2013. The aim 
was to engage the interest of parishioners, explain the purpose and process of 
producing a Plan and to recruit volunteers to serve on the Steering Group and 
Focus Groups. The meeting was advertised by means of a leaflet drop to every 
household in the Parish. Approximately 200 people attended. The notice 
advertising the meeting is at Appendix I 

Two “open days” were held at two venues in November 2013 with exhibitions 
explaining the purpose and process of neighbourhood planning and the work 
of the four Focus Groups. Each Focus Group asked residents to comment on 
issues relating to their topic. These days were advertised by various means 
including posters distributed around the Parish, in the “Link” magazine, and on 
the Neighbourhood Plan website. Members of the Steering Group and the 
Focus Groups were on hand to answer queries and obtain views. Refreshments 
were provided and approximately 150 people attended the two events at the 
St Andrews School, Nuthurst and in Mannings Heath Village Hall. A schedule of 
publicity is in Appendix J. 

Two further “open days” were held at the above two venues in September 
2014. They were advertised by means of a flyer distributed by volunteers to 
every household in the Parish, posters distributed around the Parish, notices in 
the “Link” magazine and on the Neighbourhood Plan website. The exhibitions 
displayed information about two possible options (scenarios) for the Plan and 
each of the nine chosen sites and two reserve sites, plus background  
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given in Appendix K. Members of the Steering Group attended to answer 
queries and encourage parishioners to fill in comment forms and say which 
option they preferred and whether they supported each site. Refreshments 
were provided and 474 people attended. Attendees were required to sign in 
and to complete forms. A summary of their responses is in Appendix L.  

     

 

Nearly 500 residents visited the Public NP Open Days 

 

3.5    Other consultation with parishioners 

Every Steering Group meeting held in public contained a public forum during 
which questions could be raised and concerns expressed. During the public 
consultation on the pre-submission Neighbourhood Plan, two “open days” and 
5 surgeries (information days) were held at differing venues throughout the 
Parish to give parishioners opportunities to look at the Plan, make comments, 
ask for further explanations and fill in consultation response forms. 

3.6    Consultation with children 

Two separate day-time events were held in the local primary school to establish 
what infants and junior children valued about their Parish and wished to retain, 
and what they would like to see changed. An evening event was held for  
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teenagers with the same aim. All children put a lot of value on preserving the 
fields, woods and wildlife and stopping so much traffic, noise and parking. 

3.7    Consultation with businesses operating in the parish 

An evening event encouraged local businesses to give their views on what 
made it difficult to function within the Parish. The most criticised factors were: 
slow broadband; poor mobile phone reception; no post-office; poor public 
transport for workers and a lack of low-cost housing. 

3.8    Consultation with stakeholders 

A workshop was held for invited stakeholders such as those supplying services 
to the parish (e.g. utility organisations), groups operating within the parish (e.g. 
the Board of Governors of St Andrews School), neighbouring Parish Councils 
and Horsham District Council.  A full list of groups who attended is provided in 
Appendix M. This workshop was facilitated by Action in rural Sussex and a 
summary of the outcome of the workshop can be found at Appendix N. 

3.9    Consultation with Landowners 

A call for sites was made to landowners or their agents in January and February 
2014 by means of notices on the Parish notice-boards and on the Parish and 
Neighbourhood Plan websites (see Appendix O). Parishioners were also able to 
suggest sites in the Housing Needs Survey, but these sites were only considered 
if their owners gave permission. A total of 22 sites were considered. Owners of 
sites or their agents were given an opportunity to present their sites and answer 
questions at two public meetings in May 2014. A summary of the meetings and 
plans provided by landowners were subsequently put on the Neighbourhood 
Plan website (see Appendix P).   
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3.10    Consultation on Sustainability Appraisal/Strategic Environmental 
Assessment 

Horsham District Council, in response to a request from the Parish Council for a 
screening opinion, required the preparation of a Strategic Environmental 
Assessment under the Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes 
Regulations 2004. 

In August 2014, The Parish Council consulted the following Statutory Consultees 
on the proposed scope of the Sustainability Appraisal/Strategic Environmental 
Assessment to accompany the Neighbourhood Plan: Horsham District Council, 
West Sussex County Council, Environment Agency, English Heritage and Natural 
England. As this consultation about the scope was successful, a draft 
Sustainability Assessment Appraisal/Strategic Environment Assessment was 
prepared and formally consulted upon at the same time as the draft Pre-
submission Neighbourhood Plan. 

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Idyllic rural settings, 
walks, recreational 
areas and leisure. 



Nuthurst	  Parish	  Neighbourhood	  Plan	  Consultation	  Statement
	   	   	  

14	  

 

 

4.0   CHOICE OF POTENTIAL HOUSING SITES 

Horsham District Council chose not to allocate numbers of houses to each 
Parish engaged in Neighbourhood Planning. On the advice of a Planning 
Consultant engaged by Action in rural Sussex, the Steering Group started by 
considering each of the 22 sites that came forward from landowners or from 
parishioners’ suggestions. Only one site was listed in Horsham District Council’s 
SHLAA, so criteria were developed for assessing the suitability of sites, guided by 
the expertise and experience of the Planning Consultant.  The criteria are given 
in Appendix Q. Criteria were weighted and it was acknowledged that the 
assessment of sites against them was not an easy exercise and it aroused some 
criticism from three residents. Two sites were subsequently re-assessed by the 
Steering Group. The assessment led to a short-list of 9 sites which were displayed 
together with plans, photos and descriptions at two “Open Days” (see 3.4) and 
parishioners were asked for their comments on each site and whether they 
would support each site for inclusion in the draft Neighbourhood Plan. The 
results of this consultation 
are in Appendix L.   

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  	  	  

	  

	  	  	  	  

22 9 
22  sites  submitted,  9  were  approved  to  be  included  in  
the  plan  and  accepted  by  the  majority  of  residents.  
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5.0   PRE-SUBMISSION (REGULATION 14)	  

Consultation on the pre-submission Neighbourhood Plan ran between the 7 
November and 19 December 2014. It was publicised using a range of 
techniques in order to bring it to the attention of parishioners and those who 
operate groups and businesses within the Parish. A full list of those who were 
consulted is supplied in Appendix R. A campaign was mounted by a small 
number of people to effect the removal of the one SHLAA site from the 
Neighbourhood Plan 

5.1    Responses to Pre-submission Consultations 

The survey form asking residents for responses to the pre-submission consultation 
required answers to this question: 

Would you vote for this draft Plan in a Referendum: Yes; Yes with modification; 
or No 

A total of 375 responses were received from the public. Of these, 318 were put 
into the main table (Appendix S). 12 of them did not clearly indicate their 
voting intention and were therefore excluded from the diagram below.  

57 of the 375 responses were put in annexes to the main table (Appendix S) on 
the advice of Action in rural Sussex. 52 of these 57 responses were sent from just 
two IP addresses (i.e. two computer routers) and 52% of these were from 
named people not listed in the Electoral Roll for the Parish of Nuthurst 
(December 2014 edition).They were put in annex 1. A further 5 responses bore 
names also not listed in the Parish Electoral Roll were put in annex 2. These 57 
responses were excluded from the diagram below.  

Parishioners were able to suggest modifications and to comment further and all 
residents’ comments can be viewed in Appendix S together with the Steering 
Group’s responses. 

The results from 306 responses were as follows (excluding those put into the 
annexes mentioned above): 

Would you vote for this draft Plan in a Referendum? 

Yes............................................       70.3% ............................... 215 forms                         
Yes, with modifications...........       23.2% ............................... 71 forms 
No.............................................         6.5% ................................ 20 forms 

Some of the modifications suggested by residents were minor. 
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The large number of consultation responses (375) reflects the high general level 
of interest and support received from parishioners throughout the 
Neighbourhood Planning process. It may be recalled that the return-rate for 
survey forms, attendance at “open days” and website hits were also high. 

The number of consultation responses that said “yes” to the question 
approached three-quarters of the total number of responses. Some of those 
that said “no” and “yes, with modification” wanted the only developable site in 
Horsham District Council’s SHLAA removed from the Neighbourhood Plan. It is 
possible that their responses were influenced by the delivery of a separate 
booklet and flyer to approximately 600 homes in the Parish by the campaign 
organiser. 

The following organisations also made a response to the Pre-submission Plan:  
Mannings Heath Action Group; and Monks Gate Residents’ Association. 
Appendix T provides their representations and the Steering Group’s responses. 

The following Statutory Consultees also made responses:  West Sussex County 
Council; Southern Water; High Weald Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty; 
Highways Agency; and Horsham District Council. Appendix U includes these 
responses.   

5.4      Issues and Concerns   

A schedule of the consultation comments and the Steering Group’s responses 
to the comments is provided in the Regulation 14 Schedule of Representations 
attached at Appendix U. 

The Regulation 14 Summary report below summarises the main issues and 
concerns raised by parishioners and other consultees. It also describes how 
these issues and concerns have been considered and where relevant, 
addressed in the proposed Submission Plan. 

 

70%	  

23%	  

7%	  

RESPONSES	  

Yes	   Yes	  with	  modificaIon	   No	  
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The recommendations in this report provided by the Planning Consultant, Neil 
Homer, MBA, MRTPI (rCOH Ltd) were reviewed, discussed and agreed by the 
Steering Group in January 2015. All amendments were agreed by the Parish 
Council in February 2015. Minutes are available on the Neighbourhood Plan 
website and Nuthurst Parish Council’s website.   

5.5    Regulation 14 Summary Report 

Purpose 

The purpose of this report is to summarise the minor modifications made to the 
Submission Neighbourhood Plan in the light of representations made by 
residents and statutory consultees. 

Consultation Analysis 

During the consultation period there were 375 responses from residents, 2 
responses from local groups and 5 responses from statutory consultees.  

Residents’ responses 

Nearly three-quarters of responses from residents were fully supportive of the 
Plan without any modifications. Nearly one-quarter of responses were 
supportive of the Plan with modifications, some of them minor. Just over one-
twentieth of responses did not support either the concept of neighbourhood 
planning or the Plan that was put forward for consultation.  

Policy 2 attracted more representations from residents than other policies, 
probably due to a campaign against the allocation of the site to the 
Neighbourhood Plan. Concern was expressed that the site was mistakenly 
described by the Steering Group as adjacent to the built up area boundary, 
was wrongly assessed as developable in Horsham District Council’s list of SHLAA 
sites and had been incorrectly assessed by the Neighbourhood Plan Steering 
Group. Policy 5 received representations, mostly because of concerns about 
the number of houses proposed for the settlement and about the ability of the 
infrastructure to cater adequately with development. The landowner has 
objected to the defined boundary site and the requirement to contribute to 
utilities work.   

It is recommended that in the light of residents’ overwhelming and 
unconditional support for the draft Neighbourhood Plan (70%) that only minor 
modifications are incorporated into the Plan. It is further recommended that 
the Submission Neighbourhood Plan together with the Sustainability Appraisal 
incorporating the Strategic Environmental Assessment is submitted for 
examination. 
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Horsham District Council’s response 

Horsham District Council’s response to the consultation included the following 
more major points. Firstly, that as the development principles in the 
Neighbourhood Plan were too prescriptive and restrictive, all the requirements 
for developers to make financial contributions towards infrastructure 
improvements should be omitted. Horsham District Council suggested 
improvements to Policy 10 in order to ensure the continuing viability of the 
White Horse Public Horse and had concerns regarding the intention to phase 
housing supply in Policy 11. Officers of Horsham District Council also suggested 
improvements to the explanations of policy assessments made in the Draft 
Sustainability Appraisal Report.  

Other responses 

Representations were also made by West Sussex County Council, the High 
Weald Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty, Southern Water, the Highways 
Agency and Forest Neighbourhood Council. Southern Water, the Highways 
Agency and West Sussex County Council have raised no objections to the 
scale or distribution of development in respect of the capacity of the existing 
utilities and road infrastructure. Representations were also received from the 
Mannings Heath Action Group and the Monks Gate Residents’ Association. The 
Monks Gate Residents’ Association expressed their concern about the extent of 
proposed development in their hamlet but were hopeful of satisfactory 
schemes that also preserved their pond and wildlife.  In general, the other 
consultees support, or at least do not object to the policies contained within 
the Nuthurst Neighbourhood Plan. Some consultees suggested minor 
amendments to the text that supports the policies, including more strongly 
worded statements about landscaping and the production of a Nuthurst Parish 
Design Statement.  

Two landowners whose sites were not included in the Neighbourhood Plan 
have raised objections relating to the assessment of sites, and one of them 
expressed discontent with displays at the Open Days. 

Recommendations for modifications to the submission Neighbourhood Plan 

The recommendations for minor amendments to the relevant policies of the 
Nuthurst Neighbourhood Plan include stating the area of each site and that the 
land is for residential development only. Other amendments are as follows: 

Policy 1 

Minor drafting changes but no changes to the policy. 

Policy 2 

Boosting the importance of the landscape scheme. 
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Omitting the requirement for the developer to have a planning obligation to 
make a financial contribution towards road-safety measures and replacing it 
with a requirement that the transport assessment of the scheme has full regard 
to ensuring the safety of the access lane with the A281 and to extending the 
existing pavement on Church Road to the entrance of the development. 

Omitting the requirement for a buffer-zone to avoid development near the 
overhead cables that cross the site. 

Policy 3 

Ensuring that the policy states that the scheme is confined to the land within 
the newly defined Built Up Area Boundary comprising the derelict barns and 
scrub, building development does not extend beyond the rear building line of 
the adjacent property to the east and expressly does not include the field to 
the west and the field to the south of the newly defined boundary. 

Policy 4 

Omitting the requirement for the developer to have a planning obligation to 
make a contribution towards road-safety measures and replacing it with a 
requirement that the transport assessment of the scheme has full regard to 
ensuring the safety of the access to the A281. 

Policy 5 

Reverting to the original site boundary and type of houses proposed by the 
landowner. 

Inserting that the scheme requires a layout that pays full regard to the right of 
another landowner to have access over the land, to a field at its rear. 

Omitting the planning obligation for the developer to make an appropriate 
financial contribution to the sewage treatment works and replacing it with a 
requirement that the scheme makes satisfactory provision for managing 
sewage treatment. 

Omitting the planning obligation for the developer to make a financial 
contribution towards a scheme to alleviate localised flooding and replacing it 
with a requirement that the scheme makes satisfactory provision in its flood risk 
assessment to mitigate any localised flooding that arises from drainage of the 
field. 

Inserting that the development should not have street lighting. 

Inserting that the development should provide screening for the 4 cottages 
alongside the A281 
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Policy 6 

Omitting the planning obligation for the developer to make a financial 
contribution towards improvements to the sewage treatment works and 
inserting a requirement that the scheme makes satisfactory provision for  
managing sewage treatment and it can demonstrate in the flood risk 
assessment that the surface water drainage system will not give rise to localised 
flooding. 

Policy 7 

Omitting the detailed requirement regarding sewage treatment. 

Retention of the natural stream on the boundary of the site.  

Policy 8 

Omitting the detailed requirement regarding sewage treatment.  

Policy 9 

Omitting the detailed requirement regarding sewage treatment and the 
planning obligation for the developer to make a financial contribution towards 
the costs of extending the exiting pavement and inserting a requirement for the 
scheme to have full regard to extending the pavement to serve the 
development.  

Policy 10 

Making clear that the land for residential development is part of the site that 
includes the White Horse Public House. Omitting the detailed requirement 
regarding sewage treatment. 

Adding to the policy a condition that the houses must not be occupied until 
the public house works are complete and fully operational. The purpose of this 
is to bring about the refurbishment of the White Horse public house.  

Policy 11 

No changes 

Policy 12 

The policy makes it clear that Nuthurst Parish Council intends to prepare a 
Nuthurst Parish Design Statement so that development schemes provide for: 

(a) the use of high quality, local vernacular building materials, finishes 
and landscaping; 
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(b) private gardens back and front to provide play areas for children.    
(c) off-street parking for at least two cars per dwelling; 
(d) landscape schemes that retain existing hedges and trees with any  

removed hedges and trees replaced with suitable species; and 
(e) layout schemes that maintain an appropriate distance between 

houses to avoid cramped development. 

Paragraph 4.50 is therefore omitted.  

Policy 13 

No changes. 

Policy 14 

The policy makes clear that decisions concerning any extensions to St. Andrews 
School are a matter for other agencies and that Nuthurst Neighbourhood Plan 
does not stand in their way of making those decisions.  

Policy 15 

No changes 

Policy 16 

The policy adds two more sites to the list of Local green Spaces: 

(a) the pond and surrounding area at Great Ventors, Monks Gate; and 
(b) the wide green verge in Gagglewood, Mannings Heath, between Oak 

Way and The Birches. 

Policy 17 

Minor drafting change. 

Implementation 

A sentence added that in general S106 monies should benefit the settlement in 
which the development takes place. 

Modifications to the Draft Sustainability Appraisal 

The document has been modified to take account of changes suggested by 
Horsham District Council. 
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Summary 

The Draft Nuthurst Neighbourhood Plan has been revised to take into account, 
where applicable, representations made by residents and statutory consultees 
during the period of public consultation in November to December, 2014. The 
Regulation 14 Report above sets out the modifications that have been made. 
The modifications were agreed by the Steering Group of the Neighbourhood 
Plan on the 28 January, 2015 and Nuthurst Parish Council on the 4 February, 
2015. Further, it was agreed that the Submission Nuthurst Neighbourhood Plan 
be submitted to Horsham District Council for Examination. 

 

6. CONCLUSION 

The publicity, engagement and consultation with residents and statutory 
consultees that has been carried out during the past eighteen months has 
been of the highest quality, often exceeding what is required by the 
Neighbourhood Planning Regulations, 2012. For instance, during the 6 week 
public consultation, 7 “surgeries” were held so that residents could ask further 
questions or raise issues.  

Those who live within the Parish have had copious opportunities to become 
informed about the process of Neighbourhood Planning, to help collect data, 
suggest improvements, and raise any concerns. The level of Parish involvement 
has been evidenced by a return-rate of around 50% for survey forms, an 
attendance of approaching 500 at “Open Days”, 18,000 hits on the 
Neighbourhood Plan website and 70% unconditional support for the 
Neighbourhood Plan during the public consultation.   

This Consultation Statement has been produced to document the consultation 
and engagement process undertaken. It is considered to comply fully with Part 
5, Section 15 of the Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations, 2012.   

 


