
Report to the Parish Council on the Neighbourhood Plan: April 2014 to March 2015 
 
For the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group, this has been an exceedingly busy year and it 
has had its up and downs. But we have always been fortified by our desire to protect our 
predominantly rural Parish from large speculative developments. None of us want whole 
fields covering with concrete, trees chopped down, narrow roads clogged with traffic and 
our services at breaking point. 
 
The Neighbourhood Plan offered a far better alternative. It enabled us as a Parish to decide 
what development we wanted and where it should be. 
 
Of course with 1,800 people in the Parish, not everyone was going to agree – that was 
inevitable. Some opposition has been based on inaccurate information and, as you know, 
our consultation process on the draft Neighbourhood Plan was deliberately misused. 
 
That formed the downs, but the ups have given the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group real 
heart. Many people have thanked us for our time, effort and commitment and their 
appreciation has raised our morale and kept us moving forward. Residents’ participation in 
the process has been very heartening. 
 
Nearly 300 people turned out for our initial Open Days and most of them filled in 
questionnaires and gave us information that helped us make decisions. Some 50 % of 
residents filled in their two survey forms and returned them for analysis. We must also be 
grateful to the 40 residents who worked on the four focus groups and researched various 
aspects of the Parish. All this led to the publication of the State of the Parish Report in April 
2014. The report gave us lots of information to guide our decisions but it has also given 
future generations a “Domesday Survey” of what our Parish was like in 2014. It, and all the 
other State of the Parish Reports that are being produced, will be a treasure trove for future 
historians. 
 
So what have we done in the past year? 
 
The Steering Group assessed 22 sites put forward by landowners and residents against 
planning criteria advised by our consultants. Nearly 500 people attended our Open Days in 
September 2014 when we presented information on the 9 most appropriate sites to be 
included in the Neighbourhood Plan. A very substantial majority of residents supported each 
of the 9 sites. 
 
This led to our draft pre-submission Neighbourhood Plan which was put out to 6 weeks 
public consultation in November/December 2014. 70% of residents agreed with the draft 
Plan and the 9 sites within it and wanted no modifications to it. With that strong level of 
support, we decided to tweak the plan slightly in order to accommodate some residents’ 
comments – mainly to the policies associated with sites to minimise the effect on 
neighbours, for example by screening with hedges and trees. Then, after the Parish Council 
approved the submission Neighbourhood Plan in February 2015, it was submitted to 
Horsham District Council.  
 



So what will happen next? 
 
After a six week consultation period Horsham District Council will decide whether to 
approve the Plan for submission to the Independent Examiner. We hope Horsham District 
Council will make a positive decision in early April. The Independent Examiner will then 
decide if our Neighbourhood Plan is robust enough to be put to a referendum. At the 
referendum, adults living in the Parish will have the right to vote on whether or not to 
accept the Plan. They will have to go to a polling station and vote just like they do at a 
general election. A simple majority of those voting “yes” will be sufficient to pass the Plan. 
 
We hope lots of residents will vote for our plan so that it gains legal status. Then our 
understanding is that only the 9 sites included in the Plan can be developed over the next 15 
years. Any site not included in the Plan will have a huge hill to climb and is most unlikely to 
gain planning permission.  
 
We believe that the Plan has delivered what the majority of residents said they wanted – 
small sites spread across the Parish with some small houses for young people and older 
people who want to downsize. If the Plan gets a resounding “yes” vote in the referendum 
then it will be a task very well done by the whole Parish. It will protect us from large scale 
speculative development that nobody in the Parish wants.  
 
Finally I would like to thank the following for their support, help and goodwill in getting us 
this far: 

 Members of the Steering Group; 

 Those who served on the 4 Focus Groups; 

 Parish Councillors – particularly Richard Webber for his continuous hard work, John 
le Rossignol for deputising as secretary on occasions and especially to Val Court for 
her strong support; 

 And, of course, to all our residents for their interest and participation and especially 
to those who have expressed their thanks.  

 
We now wait for Horsham District Council and the Independent Examiner but remember 
that we will require further effort from residents to turn out and vote “yes” for our 
Neighbourhood Plan in a referendum, possibly in June. 
   
 
 
 


